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IN  UK  PLY  RCTCR  TO  Ob—  ,  0 

AGDA  (M)  (21  Aug  69)  FO^frlfuT-692^78  /  A2  fieptembrr-T 

SUBJECT:  Operation*!  Report^)  Lessons  Learned. (.headquarters ,  3d  Brigade] 
fa2&  Airborne  Division^  jMMMlaggip^piRiaRpwtisBmit  (U)^  f 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 
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1.  Subject  report  Is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  In  accordance 
with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  In  this  report  Is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  In  developing  training  material. 

rT  BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 

8 


( — '  lH  1  Incl  ROBERT  E.  LYNCH  f 

vr  ■  ?  as  Colonel,  A0C 

1  f  ^  Acting  The  Adjutant  General 

f  (25DI  STRI BUT1  ® : 

-j  ptACommanding  Generals 
' ~'1  mr  US  Continental  Army  Command 

US  Army  Combat  Developments  Command 
Commandants  „ _ _  ( 


US  Army  War  College 

US  Army  Command  and  General  Staff  College 
US  Array  Adjutant  General  School- 
US  Army  Air  Defense  School  _ 

US  Army  Armor  School  - — — — —  ^ 

US  Army  Aviation  School  /  fcL  w  -4  y  (i  .  .  j  /*J 

US  Army  Chaplain  $chool  ( 

US  Army  Chemical  School  K  *  _  Q  .  h  *  A 

US  Army  Civil  Affairs  SchoolX^^'’^***'*0"'^  „30 

US  Army  Combat  Surveillance  School  - 

US  Army  Engineer  School 
US  Army  Field  Artillery  School 
US  Array  Infantry  School 

US  Army  Intelligence  School  RGQTcX 
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US  Army  Medical  Field  Service  School 

US  Army  Military  Police  School 

US  Army  Missile  and  Munitions  School 

US  Army  Ordnance  School 

US  Army  Quartermaster  School 

US  Army  Security  Agency  School 

US  Army  Signal  School 

US  Army  Southeastern  Signal  School 

US  Army  Special  Warfare  School 

US  Army  Transportation  School 

US  Army  CBR  Weapons  Orientation  Course 

Copies  furnished: 

Office,  Chief  of  Staff,  US  Army 

Deputy  Chiefs  of  Staff 

Chief  of  Research  and  Development 

Assistant  Chiefs  of  Staff 

Chief  of  Engineers 

The  Surgeon  General 

The  Provost  Marshal  General 

OSD(SA)  Assistant  for  Southeast  Asia  Forces 

Commander  In  Chief,  US  Strike  Command 

Commanding  Generals 

US  Army  Materiel  Command 
US  Army  Weapons  Command 
US  Army  Flight  Training  Center 
3d  Brigade,  82d  Airborne  Division 
Commander,  US  Army  Forces  Southern  Command 
Chief  of  Staff,  USAF 

Deputy  Chief  of  Staff,  Air  Force,  Plans  &  Operations 

Commandant  of  the  Marine  Corps 

National  Aeronautics  &  Space  Administration 

Senior  Army  Representative,  Marine  Corps  Development  &  Education  Command 

USAF  Air  Ground  Operations  School 

The  Air  University  Library 

Joint  Action  Control  Office 

Director,  Weapons  Systems  Evaluation  Group 

Defense  Documentation  Center 

Research  Analysis  Corporation 

Security  Officer,  Hudson  Institute 

Documents  Control  Officer,  Bell  Aero  Systems  Co. 

Conmandlng  Officers 
'  US  Army  Limited  War  Laboratory 
US  Army  Logistics,  Doctrine  Systems  &  Readiness  Agency 
US  Army  Aviation  Test  Activity 

US  Army  Mobility  Equipment  Research  &  Development  Center 
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1.  Section  It  Operational  Significant  Aotlvltiea. 

a*  (U)  Cotnand.  Brigadier  General  G sorgo  V.  Dickerson  remained  in 
command  of  the  brigade.  (See  Inolosure  I,  Roster  of  Key  Personnel) 

b.  Personnol.  Health.  Morale.  Safety,  and  Discipline.  • 

(1)  Detailed  information  relating  to  3-1  activities  are  as  follows t 

(a)  (C)  Strength  as  of  29  April  1969* 


UNIT 

AXfCH 

A3G 

PRESENT  FOR  DUTY 

1-505 

920 

820 

715 

2-505 

920 

8$ 

780 

1-508 

920 

808 

761 

2-321 

526 

544 

525 

62d  Spt  Bn 

563 

685 

629 

HHC,  3d  Bde 

203 

283 

274 

B/l-17  Cav 

201 

233 

224 

Co  C,  307  Engr 

165 

174 

165 

58th  3ig 

102 

122 

116 

518th  MID 

32 

65 

65 

5 2d  Chen 

5 

6 

<4 

45th  PIO 

5 

4 

4 

57th  Scout  Dog 

28 

24 

24 

Co  0;  75th  (Rngr)  Inf 

61 

JS, 

Jk 

TOTAL 

4^51“ 

4^50 

4339 
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SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  of  3d  Bdrigudi  .  82d  Airborne  Division  for  period 
1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969* 

(b)  BAA  utilization  for  the  three  month  period  is  as  follows* 


INITIAL 

ALLOCATIONS 

STANDBY 

AND 

CANCELLATIONS 

AND 

NUMBER 

ALLOCATIONS 

COUNTRY 

RECEIVED 

REALLOCATIONS 

TURNBACKS 

NO-SHOW 

USED 

HAWAII 

315 

12 

16 

10 

301 

SYDNEY 

200 

17 

4 

3 

210 

BANGKOK 

248 

4 

46 

8 

198 

SINGAPORE 

119 

1 

49 

3 

68 

BONG  KDNG 

172 

0 

42 

8 

122 

TOKYO 

75 

m 

o 

6 

4 

69 

TAIPEI 

94 

3 

30 

4 

63 

KUALA  LUMPAR 

31 

0 

16 

0 

15 

MANILA 

IL  1269 

J l 

0 

J1 

TOTJ 

48 

218 

40 

1059 

Percentage  of  allocations  used  for  period  stated .  82*2 

(o)  Postal  activities  for  Feb,  Mar  and  Apr* 

Total  amount  of  mail  received*  231,403 
Total  of  mail  dispatohadf  48 .,051 

Total  money  order  purchased*  $405,691*12 

Total  money  orders  sashed*  $  47,157*46 

Stamp  requisition  to  Postmaster, 

San  froncisco,  amounted  to  $  7,625*00 

(d)  (C)  Total  awards  processed  and  approved  in  Feb,  Mar  and  Apr* 


Purple  Heart  . 199 

Army  Commendation .  831 

Air  Medal  . . ••••  56 

Bronze  Star  .  w 

Silver  Star .  17 

Soldiers  Medal  .  5 

Legion  of  Mnlft  * .  1 

TOTAL .  2852 


(e)  (C)  Casualties  suffered  by  the  brigade  during  the  reporting  period. 


KHA .  30 

WHA . 192 

Hon  Battle  Deaths . .  6 

Non  3attle  Injuries  .  * . .  47 

TOTAL . 275 


Incl 
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SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  of  3d  Brigade,  82d  Airborne  Division  for  period 
1  February  1969  to  Jd  April  1969* 

(f)  (U)  Red  Cross  oervioes  during  the  past  quarter*  Records  indicate 

the  following  types  of  requests  for  the  reporting  period. 


Emergency  leaves  or  extensions . . .  113 

Discharges  or  government  bonefits .  7 

Reporting  to  as  'ist  CO .  2 

Reporting  for  service  members . 68 

Reporting  for  families  .  233 

Personal  problems  .  104 

Family  problems . 92 


(g)  (u)  Chaplains  activities  for  the  reporting  period. 


Services . 638 

Attendance . 12,478 

Hospital  visits .  78 

Counselling . 636 


(2)  (c)  During  the  reporting  period  Company  B,  82d  Support  Battalion 
continued  to  support  the  three  infantry  battalions  and  one  artillery  battalion. 
The  company  provides  unit  level  service  to  the  rear  elements  of  the  Brigade 
including  attachments.  The  brigade  medical  unit  receives  back-up  medical 
support  from  Long  Binh,  Saigon,  and  Cu  Chi  Dustoff  Control,  the  3d*  Field 
Hospital,  12th, '  24th  and  93d  Evacuation  Hospitals. 


(a)  (c)  Significant  diseasesi 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Malaria 

4 

6 

5 

Hepatitis 

0 

5 

2 

Upper  Respiratory  Infection 

115 

93 

2 

Venereal  Diseases 

119 

135 

132 

Foot  Problems 

63 

133 

142  • 

(b)  (C)  The  state  of  health  of  the 

command 

remained  satisfactory . 

Sanitary  conditions  within  the  brigade  are  satisfactory. 

(c)  (C)  During  the  month  of  January,  the  brigade  was  faced  with  approx¬ 
imately  30 #  shortage  of  enlisted  medios  with  primary  ICS.  A  training  program 
was  begun  in  the  medical  company.  Personnel  were  soreened  by  AG  for  intelli¬ 
gence,  interest,  and  QT  score.  As  a  result,  20  enlisted  men  were  trained  over 
a  2z  month  period.  Aiding  in  this  project  was  the  3d  Field  Hospital.  The 
brigade  is  presently  up  to  100#  in  medics. 
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3UBJJCTi  Operational  Report  of  Jd  Brigade,  82d  Alrborno  Division  for  1  e.-iod 
1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969. 

c#  (C)  Intelligence  and  Counterintelligenoe. 

(1)  (C)  Operation  Toan  Thane  Phase  in  continued  Into  April  with  the  )d 
Brigade *  82d  Airborne  Division  remaining  in  the  S&igon  Area  of  the  in  Cori>s 
Tactical  Zone.  During  this  period  several  light  contacts  with  small  ele  exits 
up  to  platoon  size  resulted  in  53  VC  KIA*  16  VC  PV*  15  UVA  I3A,  and  5  IIYA  PW, 

(2)  (C)  During  the  period  1  February  tlirough  30  April  1969»  ene-y  activity 
vu3  characterized  by  low  level  incidents.  107m  rockets  were  used  in  a  direct  irr 
10I0  twice  during  the  period.  In  both  oases  the  same  target  (53d  RF  Bn  CP)  wan 
engaged  fron  the  same  location  with  negative  damage.  Quang  Trung  Training 
Center  received  122mm  rockets  on  two  occasions.1  In  both  oases  the  rookets  were 
fired  from  outside  tho  brigade  AO.  Booby  traps*  assassinations*  terrorist 
activity  and  propaganda  remained  at  an  er-tremely  low  level  even  during  th.o 
enemy*  s  Vint  ex'- Spring  Offensive.  Reoonnaissance  activity  by  the  enery  also 
declined  In  the  AO  after  the  offensive  began  and  has  remained  at  a  relatively 

low  level. 

(3)  (C)  During  the  period  there  was  no  oontact  with  units  of  significant 
size.  Continuous  pressure  vea  maintained  on  the  enemy  through  the  employment 
of  reconnoissance-in-foroe*  search*  and  oordon  and  search  operations  during  the 
day.  At  night  an  average  of  200  ARVN  and  US  ambushes  plus  the  employment  of 
ground  surveillance  radar  and  sensors  effectively  hampered  enery  movement 
throughout  the  AO.1  Indications  are  that  the  ultimate  objective  of  the  VC/HVA 
is  an  attack  bn  Saigon.  Aggressive  allied  action  in  and  eround  Saigon  has 
severely  limited  his  ability  to  stockpile  needed  supplies  while  pre-emptive 
allied  strikes  for  outside  the  Saigon  area  have  hindered  movement  of  enemy 
forces  toward  Saigon.  This  baa  caused  tho  enery  to  direct  his  primary  efforts 
to  areas  outside  of  Saigon.  Enemy  units  within  the  area  of  interest  of  the 
Erigade  are  the  following* 

3R  -  1  Units 

80th  Regiment 

Quyet  Thang  Regiment 

SR  -  2  Tftdts 

6th  local  Force  Battalion 

308th  Main  Force  Battalion 

D  -  12  Sapper  Battalion 

SR  -  5  Units 

Dong  Dai  Regime* 

9th  VC/lIVA  Division 

(4)  (c)  During  the  reporting  period  nine  significant  caches  were  dio  overed , 
Two  of  them  were  discovered  during  searches  of  suspected  possible  rooket  launching 
sites.  US  Troops  were  led  to  a  third  cache  by  a  Hoi  Chanh  (rallier).  SLAR*  Red 
Haze*  Firefly  and  Sniffer  missions  were  employed  extensively.  Generally  the 
results  have  been  disappointing  due  to  the  populated  nature  ef  the  AO.  They 
have,  however*  provided  a  supplemental  source  of  information  from  which  intell- 
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SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  of  Brigade,  8 2d  Alrtorns  Dirielon  for  period 
1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969#' 

igance  ia  gained*  As  vas  preriouely  aentiemed,  ground  surveillance  radar  and 
eenaor  derioee  have  greatly  increased  the  brigade*  s  ability  to  deteot  movement 
in  the  AO* 

(a)  In  order  to  gain  move  complete  and  reliable  intelligence;  daily  liaison 
with  all  agencies  in  the  brigade  AO  is  maintained*  As  a  result  >  intelligence 
vas  very  reliable  concerning  the  dispooition,  capabilities,  and  missions  of  enery 
maneuver  elements*  Friendly  units  vers  veil  avert  of  the  threat  in  the  AO. 
Patterns  of  enery  activity  and  movement  in  the  area  ere  fairly  predictable. 

However,  it  is  virtually  impossible  to  predict  the  movement  of  tvo  to  threo  persons 
in  the  AO* 

(b)  Co  0  (Banger)  75th  Infantry  beoame  operational  on  1  Kerch.  Since  that 
time  they  have  been  used  almost  oontinaouily  to  oover  the  fringes  of  the  AO* 
Primarily  they  have  provided  intelligence  of  a  negative  nature  in  that  very  little 
activity  has  bsen  noted  in  their  area  of  operations*" 

(5)  (C)  Recapitulation  of  enery  losses* 


Personnel 

Vithin  AO 

Outside  AD 

VC  HA  (BC) 

53 

30 

VC  PV 

16 

6 

NVA  KCA  (BC) 

15 

77 

HVA  PW 

3 

1 

Weapons 

Individual 

130 

29 

Crew  saved 

13 

10 

Amnun.1t  ion 

<wn  jianM  Eds 

16*94B 

13»000 

Crew  Served  Eds 

138 

623 

Rocket  Launchers 

6 

Rockets 

B-40/B-41 

55 

75 

122am 

1 

14 

107km 

47 

d*!  Operations* 

(t)  (c)  During  the  reporting  period  no  operation  orders  vers  published* 

OPOED  6-68  (TOAD  THABO  PHASE  II  AHD  PHASE  IH)  currently  in  effeot  vas  amplified 
by  publication  of  FBA80  19  through  25* 
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SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  of  3d  Brigade,  82d  Airborne  Division  for  period 
1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969# 

(2)  (C)  During  the  repoirting  period  two  (2)  operations  plans  were  published 
which  provided  for  the  reinforcement  and  defense  of  critical  installations  in  the 
Saigon  Area  and  protection  of  Coop  Red  Ball# 

(a)  QPLAN  18-69  (FIRST  BASE)  to  reinforce  or  assist  forces  of  the  5th  and 
6th  Ranger  Groups. 

(b)  QPLAN  19-69  (CAMP  RED  BAIL  DEFENSE  PLAN)  to  prevent  penetration  of  the 
perimeter  of  Camp  Red  Ball# 

(3)  (C)  During  the  reporting  period,  great  emphasis  was  again  planed  on 
night  operations.  In  addition  to  the  normal  night  ambushes  conducted  by  the 
brigade,  at  least  one  company  size  operation  per  night  wan  conducted.  Details 
of  operations  conducted  by  elements  of  the  brigade  are  es  follows: 

(a)  (C)  During  the  period  1  Feb  69  to  30  Apr  69»  the  1st  Bn  (  bn)  505th 

Inf  operated  out  of  IB  All  American  (XP745005)  anti  L2  Tracy  (XT442068).  Fron 

1  Feb  69  to  16  Mar  69,  the  Bn  conducted  operations  out  of  IB  All  Anericon.. 

From  17  Mar  69  to  27  Mar  69,  the  Bn  was  0PC0N  to  the  2d  Bder  25th  Inf  Div. 
Standard  procedure  was  to  have  one  rifle  company  securing  FB  All  American  and 
L2  Tracy  while  three  rifle  companies  operated  in  the  Bn  AO.  At  L2  Tracy,  E 
Company  operated  in  conjunction  with  the  US  Navy  along  the  7am  Co  Dong  River. 

1_  On  1  Feb  69,  E  Company  destroyed  6  sanpans  and  found  various  equipment 
and  articles  of  clothing  vie  XT693035#  On  the  scare  day,  B  Company  engaged 
15-25  VC  vio  XT723126,  resulting  in  9  VC  KLA  and  4  AK-47*S7  1  U3  cal  .30 
carbine,  3  K-54  pistols,  and  1  Chicom  grenade  captured.  No  US  casualties. 

On  5  Feb  69,  A  Company  suffered  1  KHA  as  a  result  of  a  GSU  in  the  stomaoh, 
vie  XP665105.  On  8  Feb  69,  B  Company  had  an  officer  drown  while  moving  out 
to  night  ambush.  On  11  Feb  69,  E  Company  found  a  tunnel  containing  3  Chinese 
ponchos,  1  Chicom  entrenching  tool,  and  1  M-16  magazine  vie  2T722152.  On 
12  Feb  69,  B  Company,  2-505  (attached  to  1-505)  picked  up  5  VI!  vie  XT 7221 52. 

Cn  the  same  day,  B  Company-'  2-505  suffered  7  casualties  when  a  parachute 
flare  set  fire  to  a  grassy  area  at  the  Eoc  Hon  Bridge.  The  fir*  set  off  2 
claymore  mines,  wounding  7  men.  On  16  Feb  69-  D  Company  found  a  tunnel  vie 
XT692115  and  destroyed  it.  On  17  Feb  69 »  D  Company  picked  up  one  Chieu  Eoi 
VC  with  a  .38  oal  pistol.  On  18  Feb  69,  one  of  A  Company’s  ambush  patrols  v:c 
XT655105  engaged  12  VC,  resulting  in  1  VC  KIA  anl  1  AK-50;  4  anao  pouches 
and  2  frag  grenades  captured.  A  Company  suffered  1  WHA  from  G3U.  Cn  23  Feb 
69»  E  Company  found  5  bunkers  vie  X3?754Q19  and.  destroyed  them.  Cn  24  Feb  69, 

B  Company  captured  1  H7A  who  claimed  to  be  from  the  7th  1JVA  Div-  On  27  Feb 
69 5  B  Company  found  a  tunnel  vio  XE676130  containing  1  AK-47  with  17  magazine^ - 

2  AK-50's,  2  B-40  launohers  vith  3  rocket3,  2  B-41  rockets  and  1  box  blasting- 
caps,  2  1M  rifles,  2  J-I-16  magazines,  and  4  entrenching  tools.  On  the  s^n® 
day,  one  of  B  Company’s  ambushes  captured  two  VC,  one  of  whom  revealed  that 
he  had  instructed  a  political  rally  on  26  Feb  69#  Another  of  B  Company*  3 
ambush  patrols  engaged  an  estimated  20  man  enemy  force  after  being  hit  with 
0-10  mortar  rounds.  The  patrol  suffered  1  US  KHA  and  3  N3  \JHA.  The  initial 
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sweep  of  the  oontaot  area  hod  negative  results)  however,  at  0019  hours,  the 
patrol  found  one  fatigue-olad  VC  vio  XT647130  who  was  u> undedin  the  leg.  At 
this  ASM#  location,  they  found  1,475  rdo  of  .30  cal  anno  and  100  rds  of  BAB 
anno.  In  the  evening,  one  of  I  Company's  ambushes  engaged  an  unkno vn-s i ze 
enemy  force,  resulting  in  4  DC  KIA  and  1  AK-47  captured. 

2  On  1  Mar  69,  D  Company  foujod  a  cache  vie  XS725994  which  yielded  1  K-54 
pistol,  1  K«1  rifle,  13  .30  cal  rds,  .50  and  *45  cal  ammo,  and  2  M-l6  magazines. 

On  8  Mar  69,  D  Company  found  a  2.5"  rocket  with  Ml 51  warhead  vio  XT 705043*  C 
Company,  acting  on  an  agent  report,  found  various  equipment  and  articles  of 
olothine  vie  XT7230f/4.  On  10  Mar  69,  B  Company  found  a  vacated  hunker  complex 
and  destroyed  it.  On  15  Mar  69,  an  individual  from  A  Company  was  bitten  by  a 
snake  and  evacuated.  On  the  same  day,  a  firefly  team,  operating  in  the  Bn  AO, 
received  fire  from  bunkers  vie  XT 696053*  They  returned  fire  on  the  area,  kil¬ 
ling  1  VC  and  destroying  5  sampans,  2  bunkers,  and  oapturing  1  AK-47 >  I  Company 
engaged  3-5  VC  vie  XT388031,  killing  3  VC  and  capturing  1  AK-47,  1  medical  aid 
kit  and  other  miscellaneous  equipment.  On  16  Mar  69r  1-505  was  given  a  warning 
order  to  move  to  LZ  Tracy  (XT442066)  and  become  8PC0N  to  the  1st  Cav  Div  (Air¬ 
mobile)*  On  17  Mar  69,  the  move  was  accomplished  by  C&-47  aircraft  and  convoy, 
closing  LZ  Tracy  at  1200  hours.  C  Company  made  contact  at  LZ  vie  XT3902,  re¬ 
sulting  in  2  VC  KIA  and  1  M-1  carbine  captured.  On  18  Mar  59,  D  Company  found 
2  bunker®  vio  1X397046  and  destroyed  them.  On  the  same  day,  D  Company  had  one 
man  evacuated  due  to  bums  from  a  trip  flare.  Also,  one  maw  returned  to  LZ  Tracy 
with  minor  frag  vound3  incurred  in  recon  by  fire.  On  the  same  day,  C  Company  had 
5  men  wounded  by  booby  traps  vie  XT415965.  On  20  Mar  69,  E  Company  found  2  bunkers 
and  a  tunnel  vie  XT430037*  An  Apache  light  scout  team  from  the  1st  Bde,  1st  Cav 
located  4  dud  500-lt  bombs  and  destroyed  them.  B  Company  had  2  WHA  due  to  booby 
traps;  both  were  evacuated.  On  21  Mar  69,  B  Company  oame  under  attack  at  0210 
hours  when  B-40  rockets  and  mortar  rounds  hit  their  CP  vie  XT345025*  An  estimated 
two-company  NVA  foroe  attacked  under  the  cover  of  rooket  and  mortar  fire.  B 
Company  suffered  4  K3A  and  16  WHA.  B  Company  conducted  a  sweep  of  the  area  after 
the  enemy  broke  contact  and  found  ^  HVA  KIA  and  6  AK-47's,  1  HPG  rd,  55  AK  maga¬ 
zines,  and  4  boxes  of  documents-  While  B  Company  was  evacuating  their  wounded 
personnel,  LZ  Traoy  received  2  107mm  rockets.  D  Company  was  in  perimeter  defence 
and  suffered  3  WHA,  while  Hq  Company  suffered  2  KHA  and  5  WHA.  A  Btry,  2-321  Arty 
had  1  WHA.  On  22  Mar  69,  A  Company  had  2  WHA  due  to  booby  traps  vio  XS405996* 

E  Company  engaged  an  estimated  3  squads  of  enemy  with  negative  results.  On  23 
Mar  69,  A  Company  located  a  large  cache  vie  XT401609  containing  222  82mn  mortcr 
rounds,  180  60dm  mortar  rounds,  1,530  .50  cal  rounds,  24  B-40  rocket  rounds,  12 
B-41  rockets,  7  grenades,  4  B-40  booby  traps,  1  AK-47,  and  1  anti-tank  rifle 
grenade.  On  the  same  day,  D  Company  received  2  60mm  mortar  rounds,  resulting  in 

1  WHA  vio  XP355045.  E  Company  engaged  5  HVA  vie  XT405030,  resulting  in  1  HVA  KIA 
and  1  AK-47  captured.  On  24  Mar  69,  D  Company  load  1  WHA  duo  to  booby  traps  and  also 
found  2  tunnels  containing  1  US  canteen  cover,  1  VC  canteen  and  2  Chicom  grenades. 

C  Company  found  an  ammo  con  containing  an  HVA  gas  mask,  2  anti-tank  mines  and 

2  Chioon  grenades  vio  XT363033  and  2  WHA  vie  XT360035  due  to  boobytraps.  A 
Company  also  found  1  AK-47,  1  ammo  belt,  5  AK  magazines,  18  82mm  mortar  rounds 
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and  17  60nn  aortar  rounds  vie  XT387021.  On  25  Mar  69,  D  Company  suffered  3 
VHA  due  to  booby  traps  and  3  Chic  on  grenades  vie  XT356045.  On  the  sane  day, 

C  Company  found  4  A-fraaea  with  detonation  wire  to  three  rockets.  The  rockets 
vere  aimed  toward  a  house  in  which  was  found  15  lbs  of  rice,  &  lb  of  tobacco, 
and  1000  PSTQPS  pamphlets.  On  26  Mar  69,  D  Company  suffered  2  VHA,  one  accidental 
shooting  and  one  booby  trap  vie  XP419127*1  The  individual  was  shot  by  a  national 
Policeman.  C  Company  found  2  AK-47's  with  6  magazines  vie  XE419127I  also  en¬ 
gaged  2  VC  resulting  in  1  POV  vie  XT424125*  On  27  Mar  69,  A  Company  found  1 
107tam  rocket  vie  XT452998.  On  28  Mar  69,  1-505  became  OPCON  to  the  2d  Bde,  25th 
Inf  Div.  On  the  same  day,  C  Company  found  2  AK-47*o,  12  grenades  and  soma  doc¬ 
uments  vio  XT424104.  On  29  Mar  69,  A  Company  had  1  VHA  vie  XT481060,  due  to 
booby  traps.  On  the  same  day,  B  Company  found  1  75®a  HR  round,  1  82mm  mortar, 

2  107mm  rockets,  24  Chicom  grenades,  2  pistol  belts,  some  M-60  ammo,  5 00 
rounds  of  M-16  anno,  40  rounds  of  M-1  amno  and  picked  up  three  detainees  vio 
IT498030.'  On  30  Mar  69,  A  Company  vio  XT48IO6O  found  one  old  steel  pot  with  some 
AK-47  ammo  in  it,  50  rounds  of  M-60  ammo,  50  rounds  of  M-2  amno,  2  magazines  and 

3  inir  of  sandals#  A  Company  suffered  1  VHA  due  to  booby  traps  at  thiB  same  loc¬ 
ation.  D  Company  found  1  AK-47  with  2  magazines,  1  aid  bag,  some  clothes  and 
medicine  vie  XT501017*  Gunships  located  1  concrete  bunker,  2  ground  bunkers, 

3  sampans  and  3  gun  positions  and  destroyed  them.  C  Company  found  1  decomposed 
NVA  ELA  vie  XP400029.  B  Company  picked  up  5  detainees  with  old  ID  cards  and 
also  found  5  B-40  rocket  launchers  and  3  drums  of  BPS  ammo  vio  XT495053*  D 
Company  had  5  VHA  due  to  booby  traps  vio  XT474061 .  C  Company  had  3  VHA  due  to 
booby  traps  vio  IP447O86.  On  31  Msr  69,  E  Company  suffered  4  VHA  due  to  booby 
traps  vio  XT463101.  B  Company  had  1  KHA  and  2  VHA  by  ambus  h  vie  XT494034. 

After  engagement,  a  sweep  of  the  area  revealed  1  AK-47,  1  B-40  rocket  and  1  M- 
72  LAV  and  several  heavy  blood  trails,  but  no  energy  bodies  were  found. 

Onl  Apr  69,  B  Company  suffered  2  WHA  duetto  booby  traps  vio  XT 430049. 
liPE  destroyed  3  sampans  and  1  bunker  vie  XT416123 *  B  Company  .also  found  1 
notebook.,  1  VC  pistol  belt  aai  detained  1  female  vie  XT476042.!  On  2  Apr  69, 

C  Company  suffered  2  WHA  due  to  booby  traps  vio  XE465005.  On  4  Apr  69,  D 
Company  engaged  15  NVA  dug  in  heavy  bunkers,  resulting  in  8  NVA  KIA  and  2  AK- 
47*  8  captured  vio  XT473045*  D  Company  received  fire  vie  XT474Q46.  A  sweep 
of  the  area  revealed  3  VC  KIA.  US  losses  were  3  KHA  and  4  WHA.  Also,  on  the  same 
day,  C  Company  had  1  VHA  due  to  booby  traps.  On  5  Apr  69,  A  Company  found  3-10 
and  1  case  of  small  arms  ammo.  On  the  same  day,  C  Company  engaged  the  eneqy 
with  negative  results  and  1  US  vounded  from  CSV.  D  Company  found  1  VC  KIA 
vio  XT474046*'  KIA  was  result  of  contact  on  4  Apr  69.  On  6  Apr  69,  A  Company 
found  2  57nn  HR  rounds.  B  Company  picked  up  3  detainees,  1  wounded,  1  released, 
and  1  evacuated,  vie  XT430110.  B  Company  fired  on  3  VC,  all  of  whom  were  taken 
prison,  none  wounded,  vie  XT427120.  On  the  same  day,  C  Company  found  2  VC  bodies 
vie  XT5Q4037>  B  Company  found  1  claymore,  15  122mm  rocket  rounds.  On  8  Apr 
69,  B  Company  had  4  VHA  due  to  booby  traps*  On  9  Apr  69,  A  Company  had  3  WHA  due 
to  booby  traps  vio  XT495995*  On  the  same  day,  D  Company  found  a  bunker  complex 
vie  XT392040  with  6  B-40  rockets,  1  RPG,  3  AK-47  magazines,  and  1  NVA  pistol  belt. 
One  of  E  Company's  ambush  patrols  engaged  several  VC  vie  XT469039>  conducted  a  sweep 
of  the  area  and  found  2  AK-47! a«  E  Company  suffered  1  WHA  due  to  CSV  vie  XP469059* 
On  10  Apr  69,  E  Company,  vie  ZT472045;  found  3  sandals,  nnny  blood  trails,  and 
a  bamboo  pole  with  blood  on  it.  Also,  at  this  location,  E  Company  fouhd  52  new 
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Chioom  grenades  and  2  bags  of  rico.  E  Company  found  a  blood-soaked  parachute  and 
3  sampans  and  destroyed  them;  however,  no  bodies  were  found*  On  11  Apr  69,  C  Com¬ 
pany  had  3  nen  wounded  when  LZ  Traoy  was  hit  by  about  17  82mm  mortar  rounds* 

D  Company,  vio  XTf 51039,  found  45  B-40  rocket 3,  2  Chioom  grenades,  1  MG,  1  poncho, 

9  bangalore  torpedoes,  3  anti-tank  mince,  4  anti-tank  grenades,  19  82mm  mortar 
rounds,  3  boxes  of  frags,  9  oases  of  booby  trap  grenades,  4  olaymores,  18  107mm 
rockets,  16  blasting  oaps,  and  50  lbs  of  assorted  explosives*  D  Company  had  2 
US  wounded  by  booby  traps  vio  XT446041  and  found  1  enemy  body  in  the  same  area* 

On  12  Ape  69,  A  &  D  Companies  had  1  and  3  WHA  respectively  due  to  booby  traps. 

A  Company  found  1  AC-47  vio  XP464055.  On  13  Apr  69 .  D  Company  had  4  WHA  due  to 
booby  traps  vie  XT454toO«  The  company  found  a  large  cache  containing  162  6Qno 
mortar  rounds y  40  anti-tank  mines-  53  grenades,  27  82mm  mortar  rounds  vio 
XT452042*'  D  Company,  vio  XT454042,  found  60  Chioom  grenades,  13  82ma  mortar 
rounds,  71  62mm  mortar  rounds,  and  2  boxes  of  fuses*  On  15  Apr  69,  A  Company 
found  64  rifle  grenades,  2  20  lb  water  charges,  and  480  rds  of  7* 62mm  linked  ammo- 
C  Company  pioked  up,  vie  XT 44203 5,  2  detainees  dressed  in  uniforms  vith  oooking 
gear  and  mosquito  nets.  On  16  Apr  69,  A  Company  found,  vio  XT 442 03 5,  1  anti¬ 
tank  mine  and  1  usable  oKS  rifle,  and  61  lbs  of  documents*  On  17  Apr  69,  C 
Company  found  AC-47  ammo-  1  US  gas  mask,  and  10  trip  wires*  Also  found  vert  some 
fresh  bunkers  anl  82mm  rds,  vie  XT424093.  C  Company,  vie  JOP404IO8,  found  3  lbs 
of  propaganda  material*.  On  18  Apr  69,  D  Company  pioked  up  6  detainees  vio  XT 398064* 
B  Company  had  4  WHA  from  booby  traps  vio  XP413103*  B  Company  engaged  an*  un¬ 
known  number  of  VC,  killing  1  and  capturing  1  AC-47*  On  the  same  day,  A  Com¬ 
pany  had  1  WHA  due  to  booby  traps  vie  XP498038.  On  20  Apr  69,  B  Company  engaged 
a  company  of  NVA  vio  XP459053,  de®ply  entrenched  in  bunkers  and  foxholes,  resulting 
in  3  US  KHA  and  6  WHA.  A  total  of  20  NVA  were  killed  and  1  captured.  B  Company 
also  oaptured  2  KA-47:s  and  1  RPD  rouixl.  D  Company  had  1  WHA  due  to  booby  traps 
vie  XP442022-.  On  21  Apr  69,  B  Company  found  1  B-40  round  and  1  NVA  body  in  contact 
area  of  20  Apr.  Gunships  and  C&C  ships  fired  on  4  VC-  killing  3  and  wounding  1, 
vie  XP396164*  A  Company  swept  the  area?  locating  the  3  7C  CIA  and  capturing  the 
WIA.  On  22  Apr  69,  D  Company  found  1  Chi  com  grenade  vie  XT380092*  A  Company 
found  some  bunkers  vie  XP492035*  On  23  Apr  69,  C  Company  had  5  WHA  due  to  booby 
traps  vio  XT 4421 33*  E  Company  had  1  WHA  vie  XP419116  from  GSW  as  a  result  of  enemy 
oontact*  Unknown  enemy  redults.  On  24  Apr  69,  E  Compaiy,  vie  XP415114*  located 
and  destroyed  12  bunkers  and  2  sampans*  On  the  same  day,  C  Company  found  2  B-40 
rockets  and  1  VC  body  vio  XT424080.  B  Company  found  2  B-40  rockets  vie  XT489067, 
and  later  in  the  day,  one  cf  the  company's  ambush  patrols  engaged  and  killed  1  VC* 
On  25  Apr  69,  B  Company,  vie  XP484075,  engaged  4  VC;  enemy  K3A/WIA  unknown. 

B  Company  also  found  vie  XD488O55  9  anti-tank  mines  and  4  booby  traps.  Qna  of 
B  Company's  ambush  patrols,  vie  XT 497060,  engaged  3  VC  -  results  unknown.  Cki 
the  same  day,  A  Company  sank  3  sampans  and  destroyed  27  bunkers,  vio  XT381179* 
to  26  Apr  69,  D  Company  found  6  VC  KIA  vie  XT478O6O.  They  also  found  3  graves 
in  a  treeline  which  produced  3  RPD  magazines  that  were  destroyed*  D  Company 
pioked  up  1  FW  vio  XT472053*  On  27  Apr  69,  D  Company  had  1  EM  wounded  from 
booby  traps  vie  XP465053*  On  28  Apr  69,  D  Company  had  1  WHA  due  to  booby  traps 
vio  XP490054*  E  Company  had  1  WHA  due  to  booby  traps  vio  XT412106*  C  Company 
found  47  Chioom  grenades  vio  XD385020*  D  Company  found  1  B-40  rocket  vie 
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2X496060)  also  picked  up  3  detainees  and  brought  them  to  LZ  Tracy*  D  Company,  set 
up  in  HDP,  vio  2X490033*  received  10-12  rounds  of  mortar  fire,  resulting  in  4 
WHA*  One  of  D  Company's  ambush  patrols  fired  on  6  VC  with  unknown  results*  A 
Company,  vio  2X447045*  made  contact  with  3  NVA,  killing  all  3  and  capturing  2 
AK-47'a.  On  29  Apr  69*  A  Company  had  one  WHA  due  to  booby  traps  vie  2X495098* 

D  Company  had  one  VBA  due  to  booby  trap  vio  XF453099*  E  Company  found  a  107mm 
warhead  about  200  meters  from  the  Sugar  Mill.  On  the  same  day,  D  Company  re¬ 
ceived  2  6 (bun  rds  into  their  HDP  vio  2X48306?*  A  sweep  of  the  suspected  mortar 
position  revealed  nothing*  One  of  D  Company*  s  ambush  patrols  fired  on  4  VC  vie 
XI490066*  A  sweep  m  the  area  produced  some  fresh  blood  trails. 

£  la  summary,  during  the  perio/  1  Feb  69  to  16  Mar  69,  while  operating  out 
of  FB  All  American,  contact  was  modircate  scattered  throughout  the  AO.  Ex¬ 
tensive  ambushes  and  roving  patrol/ proved  successful  in  stopping  night  enemy 
movement  and  preventing  the  rocke/ng  of  targets  within  the  AO.  Waterborne 
operations,  eagle  flights,  and  airmobile  resource  control  points  were  extremely 
helpful  in  preventing  enemy  infiltration*  A  large  amount  of  enemy  equipment, 
blinkers,  tunnels  and  clothing  /s  found  during  the  period  and  was  either 
destroyed  or  evacuated.  / 


£  From  17  Mar  to  yD  Apr  69,  while  operating  out  of  LZ  Traoy,  contact  was 
moderate*  Estimated  enemy  forces  varied  from  squad  to  company  size  elements* 
Most  of  the  major  contacts  were  in  heavily  fortified  bunker  areas.  Because 
of  the  heavy  amount  of  ordance  placed  on  these  areas  after  contact  was  made, 
eneegr  bodies  were  completely  torn  up  in  many  cases.  Many  oontacts  resulted 
in  obvious  blood  trails,  although  a  sizeable  body  count  was  realized,  the 
enemy  evacuated  his  wounded  and  dead  before  a  sweep  and  search  of  the  contact 
area  could  be  made.  Sixteen  caches  of  various  sizes  were  discovered  and  ap¬ 
proximately  10  tons  of  enemy  equipment,  weapons  and  ammunition  were  destroyed 
or  evacuated.  Companies  were  shifted  throughout  the  AO  at  least  every  other  day 
in  an  effort  to  deny  the  enemy  his  routes  of  infiltration.  Scout  teams  were 
very  helpful  and  effective  in  providing  intelligence  against  which  the  com¬ 
panies  were  deployed.  The  Bn  AO,  at  times,  was  as  large  as  48O  square  kilo¬ 
meters,  thus  requiring  extensive  airmobile  operations  to  cover  the  area. 

During  the  period  at  LZ  Tracy,  the  Bn  conducted  55  combat  assaults  and  77 
eagle  flights.  To  compliment  the  airmobile  operations,  small  unit  ambushes 
were  extensively  used  to  stop  enemy  movement  at  night.  The  battalion  encoun¬ 
tered  many  heavily  booby  trapped  areas  throughout  the  AO.  At  no  time  did  these 
booby  traps  stop  offensive  movement.  All  precautions  were  taken  and  of  the 
842  armed  booby  traps  discovered,  only  6%  caused  casualties.  The  recon  platoon 
operated  with  the  US  Navy  along  the  7am  Co  Dong  River  and  were  inserted 
on  the  river's  banks  about  dark,  ambushed  along  the  river,  and  then  were 
extracted  in  the  morning.  At  other  times,  they  remained  on  the  boats  as  a 
ready  reaction  force  to  exploit  any  contact  made  by  the  N^vy.  The  Navy  was 
also  used  to  insert  and  extract  rifle  companies.  Fourteen  MEDCAP3  were  made 
during  the  reporting  period)  medical  treatment  was  given  to  1,890  VN  civilians. 
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SUBJlOTi  Operational  Report  of  3d  Brigade,  62d  Airborne  Division  for  period 
1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969* 

RESULTS! 


BBPff  LOSSES! 


3 

HPD  Magas ines 

1 

75mm  Reooiless  Rifle 

2 

BPD  Machine  Guns 

1 

82mm  Mortar  Tube 

5 

HPD  Drums  of  Azano 

14 

122mm  Rookets 

11 

M-1  Rifles 

1 

122mm  Rooket  v/Trlpod 

40  rd  M-1  Ammo 

2 

122mm  Rooket  Warheads 

50  rd 

M-2  Ammo 

13 

122mm  Mortar  Mortar  Rounds 

44 

AM-47  Bines 

35  lbs 

0-4 

10 

AE-50  RiHes 

2 

THT  Shape  Charges 

2 

SIS  Rifles 

44 

Anti-Tank  Mines 

3 

K-16  Bines 

27 

Bangalore  Torpedoes 

1 

K~79  Grenade  Launcher 

288 

Booby  Trap  Grenades 

96 

AK-47  Magazines 

4 

Claymore  (American) 

7 

AK-50  Magazines 

27 

107am  Rookets 

7 

AJC  Boxes  of  Ammo 

16 

Blasting  Caps 

73 

(Oases)  Soviet -/Type  7*62  ammo 

65  lbs 

Assorted  Explosives 

59 

RPG  Rounds 

1 

Propellant  Charge  for  B-40 

306 

82mm  Mortar  Rounds 

2 

20  lb  Water  Charges 

359 

60mm  Mortar  Rounds 

1 

Bouncing  Betty  Anti-Personnel 

71 

61mm  Mortar  Rounds 

Mine 

69 

B-40  Rookets 

9 

Claymore  (Chinese  Type) 

41 

B-41  Rookets 

1 

250  lb  Bomb 

4 

B-40  Rocket  Launchers 

1 

107am  Warhead 

1,630 

•50  Cal  Maohine  Ain  Rounds 

5,041 

•30  Cal*  Bounds 

169 

Frag  Grenades 

5 

K-54  Pistols 

21 

Anti-7 ank  Rifle  Grenades 

2 

•45  Cal*  Magazines 

17 

Pistols  Belts 

20 

•38  Cal*  Rounds 

1 

62mm  Mortar 

124 

AK-47  Bounds 

2 

M-2  Carbines 

2 

105mm  Rounds 

1 

81mm  Mortar  Ilium  Round 

5 

Entrenching  Tools 

168 

Chiooa  Grenades 

9 

M-1 6  Magazines 

1 

H7A  Gas  Mask 

1 

HPG-7 

50  rd 

M-1 6  Amo 

1 

HPG-2 

53  rd  M-60  4m> 

6 

Carbine  Magazines 

52  rd  M-72  (LAV) 

1  box 

Blasting  Caps 

2  rd  57ta  Reooiiess  Rifle 

100 

Browning  Automatic  Rifle  Rounds 

92 

Enemy  KIA 

HURKDLY  LOSSES' 

26 

Enemy  POW 

15  KHA 

127  VHA 

15  Aooldente 
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SUBJECT i  Operational  Report  of  3d  Brigade,  B2d  Airborne  Division  for  period 
1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969. 

(b)  (C)  During  the  reporting  period  2-505  Infantry,  under  the  cormaand  of  1/TC 
Janes  7  Irons,  continued  its  mission  of  conducting  day  and  right  operations  in  the 
AO  to  eliminate  enemy  pressure  and  influence  on  Saigon  and  surrounding  areas.  This 

.mission  included  assisting  the  local  ARVN  Forces  in  maintaining  control,  lav,  and 
order  of  populace,  being  prepared  to  assume  responsibility  for  a  portion  of  the 
AO  assigned  to  2-305  in  the  event  that  unit  departed  it3  AO,  and  being  prepared  to 
execute  assigned  contingency  plans  on  order.  During  the  period  1  February  to  14 
February  1969,  no  significant  contact  was  made  while  the  battalion  was  under 
operational  oontrol  of  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  (Airmobile)  in  the  vioinity  of 
Dong  2bai.  During  the  period  1 5  Feb  to  30  Apr  69,  the  battalion  operated  in  AO 
Denver.  AO  Chute,  and  AO  Extensions  Red  and  White.  The  battalion  CP  was  at  FB 
Harrison  XT739052.  The  battalion's  AO  was  located  northwest  of  Saigon.  The 
area  population  vas  approximately  103,937  and  consisted  cC  villages  and  rice 
paddies.  During  the  reporting  period  there  was  increased  VC  activity  in  the 
area  of  operations,  an  area  that  in  the  past  had  been  used  as  an  assembly  area 
for  enemy  units  attacking  Saigon.  The  2-305  Infantry  conducted  both  night  and 
day  offensive  operations  against  the  eneny.  Right  ambushes,  roving  patrols, 
and  extensive  special  night  operations  denied  the  enemy  aooess  to  the  area. 

Contacts  with  the  eneny  at  night  consisted  mainly  of  sensor  readouts, 
visual  sightings,  and  radar  readouts.  During  daylight  hours,  cordon  and  search 
operations,  reconnaissance  in  force  missions,  and  detailed  searches  of  speoified 
areas  were  fairly  successful.  There  were  no  large  contacts  made  on  these 
operations;  however,  on  1  April,  D  Company  while  on  an  airmobile  operation  in 
the  Anson  area  (XP820085)  made  significant  contact  resulting  in  18  VC  killed, 

1  POV,  6  AK-47  rifles,  and  1  *45  cal  pistol  captured.  Defensive  operations 
during  the  period  included  security  of  the  Hoc  Mon  Bridge,  IT 71 2072,  East 
Bridge,  XT 754070,  FB  Harrison,  the  Box  Bridge,  13783967,  and  FB  Copperhead 
XT805025. 

(c)  (C)  During  the  period  1  Fsb  69  to  30  Apr  69,  the  1st  Battalion  (Abn), 
508th  Infantry  continued  its  mission  of  defending  the  western  approach  to 
Saigon.  The  1-508  operated  out  of  PB  Hardcore  (XS752937)*  Operations  were 
characterized  by  recon  in  force,  pacification,  eagle  flights,  and  extensive 
night  ambushes. 

1  On  6  Feb  69,  D  Company  found  four  B-40  rockets  vio  13695978.  Company  E 
searoEing  vie  X36995  along  Hoo  Mon  Canal  on  12  Feb,  found  numerous  documents, 

150  rda  small  arms  ammunition,  4  i/T  mines,  cooking  and  living  facilities.  On 
14  Feb,  Co  B  engaged  7  VC  Wth  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire.  The  VC 
returned  the  fire  wounding  2  US.  Eneny  casualties  were  unknown.  Date  that  day 
vie  XS692938,  B  Co  found  2  3X3  rifles,  1  unknown  rifle  with  grenade  launcher, 

4  lbs  of  rice,  and  some  clothes  along  the  bank  of  a  stream.  An  airborne  RCP  was 
conducted  by  the  recon  plat,  Rational  Police,  and  Tan  Binh  S2  on  15  Feb.  The 
RCP  made  24  touchdowns,  killed  one  enemy  and  captured  one  enemy.  Dead  enemy  was 
confirmed  as  NVA. 
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SUBJECT i  Operational  Report  of  3d  Brigade,  62d  Airborne  Divis ion  for  period 
1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969# 

2|  On  17  Feb,  Co  B  captured  2  VC  and  one  AK-47  along  with  various  personal 
equipment*  Two  boosters  for  B-41  rockets  and  some  literature  was  found  by  Co  A 
while  searching  grids  XS7295  and  137395  on  18  Feb.  Co  A  sighted  and  killed  1 
VC  on  27  Feb  vio  U760130.  On  1  Mar,  A  and  B  Company  oonduoted  a  oordon  and 
search  of  Vinh  Tinh  vio  Z3708937  vhioh  resulted  in  24  detainees#  The  A/? 
platoon  oonduoted  roving  BSP's  vio  X3 68 2940  on  4  Mar#  They  found  one  BAR  with 
three  aagasines,  30  rds  of  AK-47  ammo,  and  tvo  pieces  of  paper  with  names  and 
addressee  known  in  Cia  Dinh#  Later,  vio  13 686943  the  same  unit  found  1  unknown 
weapon  resembling  a  flame  thrower# 

On  5  Mar,  vio  X368294&,  the  i/T  platoon  found  one  B-40  In  oannister, 
one  bag  of  pamphlets,  one  RVA  entrenching  tool,  two  canteens,  web  gear,  and 
200  rds  of  AK*47  tamo,  C  Company  found  a  small  food  oaohe  on  13  Mar#  It  is 
estimated  that  this  oaohe  held  enough  food  to  feed  25  persons#  14  Mar  found 
Co  B  conducting  a  sweep  vhioh  resulted  in  their  finding  6  metal  amno  boxes 
eaoh  0  cut  mining  520  rds  of  arcunition.  The  re  cor.  platoon  oonduoted  a  combat 
assault  later  that  dsy  and  found  5  122ns  rocket  launchers  and  tripods  buried 
vio  23651957*  On  16  Mar  Co  B  ambush  patrol  engaged  a  small  enemy  force 
resulting  in  1  US  ESA  with  enemy  casualties  unknown#  Later  that  dsy  vio 
X3 704915»  the  a/T  platoon  engaged  one  VC  resulting  in  the  capture  of  1  AK-47 
and  1  AE-50.' 

£  0b  18  Mar  Co  C  ambushed  4  VC,  killing  three  and  oap taring  one  AK-47# 

In  the  vicinity  of  23692952,  on  24  Mar,  Co  D  found  2  122mm  rocket  launcher 
sights.  On  26  Mar,  Co  D  found  one  Chioom  grenade,  2  HPG  sounds,  small  amounts 
of  mediaal  supplies,  2  AE-50* a,  4  magazines,  and  food,  olothes  and  water  for 
rwo  men*1  Co  B  ambushes  7-10  VC  on  27  Mar,  killing  two,  wounding  one,  and 
capturing  tvo  AK-47! s.  On  31  Mar  an  ambush  from  Co  A  engaged  5  VC  vie  2S729965# 
Two  VC  were  killed  iad  AK-47  captured*  US  losses  were  one  XHA  and  one  VHA# 

An  ambush  Aram  Co  C  killed  3  VC  and  captured  3  AK-47! s,  9  AK-47  magazines 
and  a  number  of  dooumsnts  on  5  April  vio  2S693923#  On  7  April,  Co  B  found  one 
12amn  rocket  lmxneher  with  tripod  and  one  BPG-2  vie  23653945# 

(d)  (C)  The  2-321  Arty  continued  its  mission  to  provide  direct  support 
artillery  fires  to  the  brigade#  Operation  TOAN  THABO  (PHASE  II )  began  6  Oct¬ 
ober  1968  and  oontinued  through  161159H  Mar  69#  Operation  TOAN  THANG  (PHASE  III) 
began  161200H  Mar  69  and  continues  through  the  end  of  the  reporting  period. 

Btry  C,  3-197  Arty  was  attached  to  the  brigade  to  provide  general  support 
artillery  fires*  At  the  beginning  of  the  reporting  period  elements  of  the 
2d  Bn,  321st  Arty  were  located  as  follows!  Hq  and  Hq  Btry  and  C  Btry  5/197 
at  FSB  Copperhead  (XT806026),  A  Btry  2-321  at  FSB  All  American  (XT745005), 

B  Btry  2-321  at  FSB  June  (TP250794 )»  and  C  Btry  2-321  at  FSB  Harrison  (XT736055)* 
On  4  Feb  69»  B  2-321  moved  by  road  to  FSB  Odessa  (YT061753)  In  direct  support 
of  2-505  Infantry.  On  11  Feb  69,  B  Btry  2-321  moved  by  CS-47  heliooptsr  to 
FSB  Joe  (Z3621652)  in  direct  support  of  2-505  Infantry#  On  14  Feb  69,  B  Btry 
2-321  moved  by  C-130  aircraft  to  Tan  Son  Nhut  Air  Force  Base  and  then  by  road 
to  replace  C  Btry  2-321  at  FSB  Harrison  (XT736055)*  On  14  Feb  69»  C  Btry  2-321 
moved  by  road  to  FSB  Hardoore  (XS752937)#  On  17  Mar  69»  A  Btry  2-321  moved  by 
road  to  F3B  Tracy  (XT 442066)#  0  Btry  2-321  mad*  tvo  moves  by  CH-471  one  on 
27  Mar  69  to  FSB  Keene  (XF438O79)  and  one  on  29  Mar  69  to  FSB  Hardoore  (XS752937)# 
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SUBJECTS  Operational  Report  of  3d  Brigade,  82d  Airborne  Division  for  period 
1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969* 

(e)  (C)  During  this  reporting  period  Troop  B,  1-17  Cavalry  performed  a 
variety  of  missions  to  Inoludei  mounted  and  dismounted  R17,  extensive  tunnel 
clearing  and  denial  operations,  cordons  and  searches,  fire  base  security, 
resource  control  points p  and  reaotion  missions  in  support  of  the  infantry 
battalions*  in  addition,  the  troop  has  primary  responsibility  for  6  contin¬ 
gency  plans  in  and  around  Saigon* 

1_  Three  line  platoons  consisting  of  9  ACAV's  each  and  the  CP  group  composed 
of  5  ACAV*s  have  been  the  principal  combat  elements  of  the  troop*  In  addition 
one  tank  platoon  from  3-11  ACR  was  CP  CON  from  the  close  of  the  last  reporting 
period  until  March*  From  1  April  until  the  close  of  this  reporting  period,  two 
platoons  from  Company  C/4-12  Infantry  199th  Light  Infantry  Brigade  have  been 
QPCOH  to  the  troop* 

2  The  largest  portion  of  combat  operations  were  in  support  of  the  infantry 
battalions*  Troop  B  assisted  in  actions  in  which  6  VC  were  killed  and  12  captured. 
In  addition,  this  unit  destroyed  or  assisted  in  the  destruction  of  230  tunnels 
with  a  total  length  in  excess  of  4000  feet.  Equipment  captured  included  enough 
medioal  supplies  to  support  73  men,  several  bags  of  documents,  4  small  weapons 
caches,  and  various  caches  of  demolitions  including  one  of  27  bangalore  tor¬ 
pedoes*  Most  of  these  finds  were  in  conjunction  with  the  infantry  battalions 
supported* 

(4)  (C)  A  summary  of  the  special  chemical  operations  conducted  by  the 

5 2d  Chemical  Detachment  during  the  period  1  February  1969  through  30  April 
1969  is  as  followst 

(a)  66  blood  hound  (personnel  deteotor)  missions  were  scheduled  with  50 
missions  completed  end  a  total  flight  time  of  64i>  hours* 

(b)  350  protective  masks  were  inspected  for  serviceability* dnripg  13 
technical  inspections* 

(o)  Defoliation  and  clearing  (burning)  operations  continued  along  the 
banks  of  the  Raoh  Tra  Canal  to  reduce  eneny  ambush  sites,  improve  visibility, 
and  increase  radar  effectiveness*  The  results  as  of  30  April  1969  are  as 
follows! 

jh  A.  10-15  meter  strip  along  both  sides  of  the  canal  from  XP753070  to 
XE77WN 56  was  defoliated  and  burned* 

21  A  10-15  meter  strip  along  the  north  side  of  the  canal  was  defoliated 
from  XC776066  to  XT013O77* 

3  A  10-15  meter  strip  along  the  north  side  of  the  canal  was  burned  from 
XT77«H56  to  XP802072  and  from  XP812074  to  H813078. 
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SUBJECT i  Operational  Beport  of  3d  Brigade.  82d  Airborne  Division  for  period 
1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969* 

(d)  Non-persistent  CS  munitions  (El  58)  were  employed  in  support  of  a  reoon 
in  foroe  vie  1X669965  on  25  April  1969  and  vio  XT802092  and  XF803067  on  29  April 
1969. 

(e)  Miscellaneous  supports  Technical  inspection  of  DB  CS  lcnnohere  and 
flame  field  expedients  used  in  base  defense  at  Pbu  Loi  was  oonduoted*  A  chemical 
equipment  inspector  was  provided  for  the  Brigade  CMMI  teem  and  technical  advioe 
and  assistance  provided  for  replacement  training  and  brigade  gas  ohamber  exercises* 

(f)  CBB  training  conducted  by  tho  52d  Chemical  Detachment  during  the  period 
1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969  included  the  followings 

^  Ota  6  February  instruction  was  given  on  the  construction  and  emplacement 
of  flame  munitions  and  Home  illuminators  for  use  in  base  defense  at  Phn  Loi. 

The  instruction  oulminated  with  the  detonation  of  flame  fougasse  and  ignition 
of  husoh  flares*  Approximately  75  persons  attended  1  Deluding  all  sector  oommandero . 

2;  Two  chemical  equipment  classes  were  conducted  at  Fire  Base  Hardcore  which 
Included  the  operation*  maintenance!  and  employment  of  the  M2  Al-7  portable 
flamethrower!  the  E8  CS  launcher,  and  the  Ml  06  Mity  Mite*  Approximately  30  persons 
attended  eaoh  class.1 

2j  Instruction  on  the  construction  and  emplacement  of  flame  field  expedients 
for  base  defense  was  conducted  at  Fire  Base  Copperhead  on  15  March  1969*  Approx¬ 
imately  20  persons  received  the  instruction.' 

£  A  olass  on  the  operation  and  maintenance  of  the  XM3  Airborne  Personnel 
Dsteotor  (APD)  was  oonduoted  at  Phn  Loi  on  15-16  April  by  personnel  from  the 
Limited  War  Laboratory!  Bdgevood  Arsenal,  Maryland*  The  Brigade  Chemical  Offieer, 
Assistant  S-3,  518  MID,  52d  Chemioal  Detachment  and  503d  Chemical  Detachment 
(199th  Light  Infantry  Brigade)  personnel  attended  the  instruction. 

(5)  (C)  The  brigade,  recognizing  that  continuous  training  is  essential 
in  combat,  pursued  a  program  to  correct  ary  shortcomings  which  became  apparent 
during  combat  operations.  Mobile  training  teams  moved  out  to  unit  locations 
to  oonduct  counter-booby  trap  and  eneny  rocket  training*  Cadre  training  on 
night  obeextatibn  devices  and  night  firing  techniques  was  instituted  to 
increase  the  number  of  kills  per  contact  during  the  hours  of  darkness* 

A  mobile  training  team  from  the  18th  ABVN  Division  presented  instruction 
to  the  elements  of  the  Brigade  on  TC  and  N7A  organization  and  taoties* 

Unit  training  emphasized  the  proper  utilisation  of  weapons  in  the  triggering 
of  ambushes,  m  addition  to  this  specialized  training  to  overcome  observed 
operational  shortcomings,  elements  of  the  brigade  oonduoted  refresher  training 
in  subjeot  areas  prescribed  in  Appendix  X  of  TJSARV  Regulation  350-1. 
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SUBJECT  i  Operational  Report  of  3d  Brigade,  82d  Airborne  Division  for  period 
1  Psbruaiy  1969  to  30  April  1969* 

e.  Logistics,  Transportation*  and  Engineer  Operations. 

(1)  (C)  During  this  period  the  Support  Battalion  provided  supply,  direct 
support  maintenance,  medical  services,  and  miscellaneous  services  for  all 
assigned  or  attaohed  elements  of  the  brigade.  This  period  saw  the  addition 
of  the  37th  Infantry  Platoon  (Scout  Dog)  and  Compary  0,  (Ranger),  73th  Infantry 
to  the  Support  Battalion*  The  mission  of  Co  0  is  to  provide  long  range  recon¬ 
naissance  patrols  in  the  brigade  AO  and  to  conduct  surveillance  operations* 

The  Soout  Dog  Platoon  works  with  the  Infantry  Battalions  providing  early 
warning  of  the  eneny  and  for  booby  traps* 

(2)  (c)  Organization  for  Supports 

(a)  The  82d  Support  Battalion  is  organized  under  the  following  MTOE* 

T  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Detaohment,  MTOE  29-2461  PAC  l/68. 

2  Company  A  (Administration)  MPOE  12-197  PAC  4/68. 

2  Company  B  (Medical)  MPOE  8-197  PAC  l/68. 

£  Company  C  (Maintenance  &  Supply)  MTOE  29-247  PAC  2/68* 

(b)  A  Forward  Support  Element  (FSE)  has  been  established  at  Tan  Son  llhut 
to  provide  on  the  spot  maintenance  support,  supply  and  services  to  the  brigade's 
three  maneuver  battalions*  artillery  battalion-  and  other  forward  elements. 

All  classes  of  supply,  exoept  7  and  VI  are  handled  at  the  PSE  in  addition  to 
direct  support  maintenance  of  automotive,  track,  engineer,  and  miscellaneous 
equipment.  There  is  also  a  medical  section  consisting  of  a  hospital,  lab¬ 
oratory  and  holding  facilities* 

(3)  (C)  Material  Services* 

(a)  Class  I*  During  the  three  month  period  covered  by  this  report, 

Class  I  section  at  the  PSE  issued  its  customers  924->504  pounds  of  perishables 
and  337f764  pounds  of  non-perishables  subsistence. 

(b )  Class  II j 

J,  During  the  period  the  FSE  Class  11  and  17  yard  was  established  as  a 
Service  of  the  Brigade  Supply  Offioe.  This  was  accomplished  to  simplify 
stock  record  accounting  for  expendable  supplies.  The  only  materials  stocked 
at  the  PSE  are  fast  moving  expendables;  ie*  paper  plates,  batteries,  plastio 
produots,  etc.  The  initial  lovel  was  established  at  15  days  of  supply.  The 
total  quantity  of  each  item  stocked  will  be  adjusted  as  experience  is  gained 
with  the  stock  levels. 
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SUBJECT!  Operational  Export  of  3d  B rigid*,  82d  Airborne  Division  for  period 
1  February  196?  to  30  ipril  1969* 

£  Issues  of  tropioal  fatigues  clothing  continued  at  a  significant  level* 
Issues  have  averaged  3,300  pair  of  fatigue  trousers  and  2,300  pair  of  fatigue 
ooats  per  month*  This  usage  rate  when  projected  over  a  one  jear  period  is 
approximately  9  pair  of  fatigues  for  each  man  in  the  brigade  during  a  normal 
tour*' 

(o)  Class  m. 

J,  The  FSB  opened  a  JP-4  helioopter  refueling  point  in  February*  The  fuol 
is  stored  in  4  ••  500  gallon  rubber  collapsible  drums*  The  drums  ere  connected 
to  a  self-contained  50  CHI  pump  unit  oomplete  with  filter  separator  and  tvo 
40-foot  f&  inoh  disoharge  hoses  and  shutoff  valves*  The  Mini-port  is  used  by 
the  helicopters  of  the  brigade  operating  in  the  area  of  operations  around  Ton 
Son  Shut* 

£  Petroleum  products  are  ate  red  on  site  and  transported  to  using  units 
in  forward  areas*  Following  quantities  of  fuel  oonsumedt 

M0GA3  DP-2  JP-4 

93,000  gal  77*400  gal  4,300  gal 

(4)  Class  IVi  A  sufficient  quantity  of  barrier  and  fortification  materials 
were  stored  at  the  PSE  for  use  in  a  Jump  TOC  and  lid  Station  oonstruotion*  The 
materials  have  been  earmarked  for  project  Jump  and  will  only  be  released  in  the 
event  of  a  major  shift  in  the  location  of  the  brigade.  The  requirements  for 
barrier  material  continued  as  a  substantial  workload*  The  following  quantities 
are  reported  as  representative  of  the  Cleee  17  materials  issued  i 


ggf 

Barbed  Wire 

min  issue 

B1 

<xnmm 

8*  Engineer  Stakes 

Ea 

8,115 

6*  Engineer  Stakes 

Ea 

12,740 

3*  Engineer  3takea 

Ea 

8,970 

Concertina  Wire 

Cl 

3,759  , 

Sami  Bags 

m 

7,998  (799,800  ea) 

(•)  Class  7*  The  Brigade  Ammunition  Offioe  prooeesed  the  following  number 
of  issues  and/or  tunv-insi 

Ihunber  of  issues  206 

Ifcunber  of  excess  turn-ins  9 

Humber  of  salvage  turn-ins  11 

number  of  unserviceable  turn-ins  23 

Certain  Class  7  items  remain  critical*  Items  such  as  L312  (Signal  Illumination 
White  Star  Paxaobntes)  and  other  illumination  items  will  require  oontrol  be 
plaood  on  both  issue  as  well  as  expenditure* 
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SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  of  3d.  Brigade,  82 d  Airborne  Division  lor  period 
1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969. 

(f)  Class  VIZ*  The  brigade  continued  to  receive  substantial  quantities 
of  TOE  major  end  items.  Receipts  of  significance  veret 

X  2  ea  Central  Office  Telephone  U0tPO-1O  HO  A10OC-7 

2;  20  ea  Motor  Generators  3  KW  and  under 

1  5  ea  Motor  Generators  above  5  KV 

4  3  ea  Generators  PU-532  for  use  with  the  PPS-5  Radar  Set 

5.  15  ea  2&  Ton  damp  Trucks 

6  12  ea  Rifle  Reooiless  90ttm 

Considerable  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  reporting  mission  essential  oritical 
items  to  the  logistical  comaand.  There  have  been  a  total  of  64  line  items 
reported  on  the  Commander^  Critical  Items  List  with  17  items  issued  as  a 
direct  result  of  the  report. 

(g)  Class  Villi  Requests  from  using  units  are  filled  at  the  F5E  as 
required  for  unit  Medical  Aid  Stations  and  MEDCAP  supplies. 

(h)  Class  IX*  Repair  parts  are  received  at  the  FSE  from  the  Technical 
Supply  Aooount,  Phu  Loi,  and  supplied  to  the  maintenance  seotions  os  needed. 
Battalion  motor  pools  and  separate  companies  piok  up  repair  parts  from 
storage  bins  at  the  ESE.  Fast  moving,  recoverable  repair  parts  are  distributed 
on  a  direot  exchange  basis. 

(i)  laundry  services  were  provided  to  the  brigade  on  contaot  basis  through 
Saigon  Support  Command.  Clothing  is  turned  in  and  picked  up  from  the  San-Tung 
Mechanical  Laundry,  Gia  Dinh,  twice  weekly,  in  bulk  or  individual  bundles. 
Vouchers  are  checked  and  signed  by  a  responsible  officer  at  the  laundry  to 
verify  the  total  number  of  items  olothing  laundered. 

(j)  Bath  services  are  provided  by  one  attached  and  three  organic  bath 
units.  Two  are  located  at  the  Trains  area,  one  at  FSB  Tracy  and  one  at  Thu 
Loi,  The  unit  at  FSB  Tracy  will  return  to  FSB  All  American  when  the  1-303 
Inf  returns  from  FSB  Tracy. 

(k)  Graves  registration*  These  services  are  provided  by  the  FSE.  Since 
the  FSE  is  located  near  the  mortuary,  deceased  personnel  are  delivered  to  the 
mortuary  directly.  An  FSE  graves  registration  representative  provides  the 
mortuary  official  documents  for  positive  identification  of  the  bodies.  He 
also  collects  personal  property,  inventories  it,  and  prepares  a  DD  Form  1076 
to  turn  in  to  the  Personal  Property  Depot  at  the  mortuary. 
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SUBJECT  i  Operational  Report  of  34  Brigade *  B2d  Airborne  Division  for  period 
1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969* 

(l)  Vfcter  Supply  1  A  1200  gallon  tank  and  pop  unit*  mounted  on  a  2&  ton 
truck*  oontinnes  to  operate  ffcom  the  7SI  furnishing  water  to  the  Brigade  Trains 
Area  and  the  fire  bases  as  needed.  Approximately  0  to  10  thousand  gallons  of 
water  are  dispersed  daily. 

(a)  Miscellaneous  Services »  The  FSB  operates  a  collection  point  for 
captured  enemy  equipment*  The  equipment  is  segregated*  logged  in*  and  held 
pending  disposition  from  the  Brigade  S-2.  Additionally*  a  map  distribution 
point  is  operated  at  the  7SE.  Approval  is  granted  for  the  issue  of  these 
maps  by  the  Brigade  3-2.  Thirty-two  Individual  asp  sheets  art  stooked  at  the 
MSB.  Additional  map  sheets  are  available  through  BSO. 

(4)  (C)  Transportations  Requirements  for  this  psriod  vers  mainly  hauling 
equipment  from  depot  to  BSO  and  fSB  end  forward  to  battalion  areas.  The 
provisional  truck  platoon  consisting  of  23  2&  ton  tracks  administered  by 
Company  C*  02d  Support  Battalion*  was  provided  baok-cp  support  by  the  46th 
Transportation  Group.  Total  short  tons  moved  1st 

Lend  3,440-$ 

Sea  0 

Air  QM  ’ 

TOTAL  3,440^ 

(5)  (C)  Maintenance t 

(a)  Direct  support  maintenance  is  provided  to  the  brigade  by  Company  C* 

8 2d  STpport  Battalion.1  Organisational  maintenance  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
using  unit.  Bark-up  support  maintenance  is  provided  by  the  29th  General  Support 
Group.  Job  Ordar  status  for  this  psriod  is  es  follows! 


£25 £ 

RtaaiiB) 

OCMPLBFXD 

gVACOATED 

OK  HAHD 

Automotive 

428 

403 

0 

25 

iBMMBk 

996 

1009 

17 

28 

Signal 

1395 

1397 

34 

51 

Generator 

130 

143 

0 

13 

This  status  represents  work  received  and  accomplished  at  both  the  main  shop 
and  at  the  TBS. 

(b)  Repair  parts  supply  is  handled  through  the  Repair  Farts  section  of 
Company  C*  82d  Support  Battalion.  The  ASL  status  report  for  the  period  1st 


X  Bequest  received 

11,790 

ASL  issues 

4,621 

J  Total  requests  received 

9,124 
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SUBJECT  i  Operational  Report  of  3d  Bribed#*  824  Airborne  Division  for  period 
1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969* 


4)  Total  replenishment  requests  3; 339 

£  Total  transactions  27;  623 

£  ASL  lines  3»467 

2;  Fringe  lines  _  30 

8;  Demand  satisfaction  38^ 

2,  Demand  accomodation  78^ 


(6)  (C)  Engineer  support  to  the  3d  Brigade,  82d  Airborne  Division  for 

the  reporting  period  is  divided  into  six  categories  • 

(a)  Combat  engineer  support  for  infantry  battalions. 

2  Mine/booby  trap  sweep  teams.' 

£  Demolition  teams 

2,’wd 

(b)  General  construction  support  for  fire  bases  and  bridges « 

£  Bunkers 

2‘  TOC's 
£  Radar  towers 
£  Stand  off's 
£  Field  fortifications 
£  Helipads 
2  Bridge  protection 
a;  Anti-svinmer  nets 
£  Pier  protection! 
o  Bunkers,  towers,  stand  off's 
4  Bridge  repair 
8  Road  repair 
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SUBJECT*  Operational  R*port  of  3d  Brigade*  82d  Airborne  Division  for  reriod 
1  February  1  $69  to  30  Jprll  196$  • 

(o)  General  construction  support  for  the  brigade 

1  Bed  Ball  construction 

£  3%  building 

Boardwalk 

ft  Bunkers  and  stand  off  fa 
4  Helipad 

ft  Conference  room  ceiling 
ft  Pirn  Loi  oonatruotlon 
ia'  Bog  kennels 
ft  Civilian  access  gate 
ft  drains  arsa  oonatruotlon 
ft  Culverts 
£  Guard  towers 
ft  Vehicle  grease  rooks 

(d)  Engineer  equipment  support  for  the  brigade 
ft  Drainage  for  the  trains  area* 
ft  lend  clearing  in  AO  Extensions  Red  and  White* 
ft  Xeterlte  and  crushed  rook  for  gun  pits* 
ft  Xeterlte  and  fill  for  fire  bases  and  trains  area* 
ft  Jamo  berm  oonatruotlon  and  repair* 
ft  Road  repair  at  fire  bases  and  trains  area* 
ft  Vatexpolnts  at  PSBjs  Harrison  and  Tracy. 

8  Miscellaneous  earth  moving*1 
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SUBJECT*  Operatitnal  Report  of  3d  Brigade*  82d  Airborne  Division  for  period 

t  1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969* 

(e)  Miscellaneous  activities 

X  Construction  supervision  for  self-help  projects* 

£  Construction  design  and  consulting  for  all  brigade  units. 

^  Construction  of  dumny  radar  t overs. 

the  engineer  support  plan  remained  the  same  during  the  reporting  period*  At 
all  tines  each  infantry  battalion  had  under  operational  eontrol  at  leant  one 
engineer  squad*'  This  support  was  increased  to  a  maxinun  of  one  platoon  when 
operationally  neoessazy*  The  QPCOlf  squads  vere  stationed  at  the  fire  bases  and 
provided  combat  engineer  support  to  maneuver  elements  when  not  engaged  in 
this  support*  the  squads  performed  general  construction  work  at  the 
fire  bases  and  bridges*  Augmentation  from  the  engineer  company  urns  provided 
as  required* 

f*  (C)  Pacrchologioal  Operations  and  Civil  AffaTra.  During  the  reporting 
period  psychological  operations  vere  carried  out  using  leaflet  drops*  loudspeaker 
missions  (ground  and  aerial)*  leaflet  distribution*  face  to  face  discussion* 
and  the  displaying  of  posters*  Brigade  psychological  operations  vere  primarily 
supported  by  the  attached  HE  team  from  the  6th  PSTOPS  Battalion  consisting  of 
one  offioer*  one  RCO*  and  one  interpreter* 

(1)  The  tfcmes  moat  often  used  in  the  operations  vere* 

(a)  Chieu  B>i,  (Special  emphasis  during  February  -  "Return  to  Tour  Family 
for  TUT") 

(b)  Support  the  GfTO 

(o)  1m  and  manic 

(d)  Allied  Furoem  are  your  friends 

(e)  Bernards  Program 

(f )  Atrocities  by  TO 

(2)  P by  Cps  aoccqplimhnenta  during  the  reporting  period  are  as  follows* 


Air  Leaflet  ffiarinm 

18 

Leaflets  dropped 

2*235,000 

Szoumd  Leaflet 

6 

Leaflets 

24,575 

Air  Loudspeaker 

65 

Bours 

73 

▲alio-Tisaal  Parogrma 
SeMpapezm  Distributed. 

35 

3 

3*425 

Bouts 

70 
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SUBJECT i  Operational  Report  of  Jd.  Brigade,  82d  Airborne  Division  for  period 
1  Bebruaiy  1969  to  30  April  1969* 

Hngaslnss  Distributed  6,200 

Posters  Distributed  2,300 

Cultural  Drama  7 

Besides  the  stated  psychological  operations,  the  EE  team  van  of  great  assistance 
in  providing  publicity  for  the  Brigade  MEDCAP  program,  controlling  the  population 
during  oordon  and  search  operations,  providing  safely  information  to  the 
villagers  during  airatrike  operations,  and  providing  quick  reaction  Chieu 
Hoi  appeals  when  elements  of  this  command  were  in  contact  with  VC  forces. 

(3)  In  support  of  the  brigade  psyohologioal  operations,  on  request  by  this 
command,  missions  were  flown  by  C-47  airoraft  aid  TJ-10  loudspeaker  aircraft 
from  Capital  Military  Assistance  Command  and  the  US  Air  Force.  Additional 
support  came  in  the  form  of  materials  obtained  from  JUSPA0  and  the  4th  Psy 

Ops  Group  and  the  Vietnamese  Information  Service  which  provided  projectors 
and  movies,  loudspeaker  equipment,  and  cultural  drama  teams  upon  request. 

(4)  Of  particular  significance  in  the  psy  ops  program  was  the  Early  Word 
System  introduced  on  C-47  and  XT-10  psy  ops  flights.  The  system  works  in  the 
following  manners  The  ground  commander  makes  radio  oontact  with  the  aircraft 
via  PRC-23*  Onoe  contaot  is  made,  the  ground  commander  oan  then  have  his 

psy  operator,  looated  on  the  ground  with  him,  Aillvtr  the  desired  message 
over  the  PEC-25*'  It  will  then  be  rebroadcast  over  the  aircraft's  1000  watt 
system.  This  is  invaluable  for  units  in  contact  in  that  the  message  broad- 
oast  oan  be  instantly  ehanged  as  new  information  reoohes  the  unit  oommander* 

(5)  In  order  to  improve  the  GVN  image,  emphasis  in  civil  affairs  has  been 
placed  on  the  following  programs  t 

(a)  Speoial  support  of  hamlet  chief/staff  was  increased  by  battalion 
S-5's  through  the  use  of  PSYQPS/VIS  to  assist  them  in  dealing  with  the  people, 
publicity,  reconstruction  of  offices  and  homes,  and  assorted  administrative 
support.  This  program  is  felt  most  important,  in  that  the  hamlet  chief  should 
be  present  at  all  activities  in  his  hamlet  so  that  he  and  the  GVN  are  given 
credit  for  the  accomplishment.' 

(b)  Battalion  S-5's  have  provided  materials  and  manpower  to  construct 
berms  and  barrier-type  fences  around  requesting  hamlets*  There  has  also 
been  support  given  the  local  PF/rF  elements  in  the  form  of  salvage  uniforms, 
flak  vests,  and  ammunition.  Plans  have  also  been  instigated  to  assist  in 
the  training  of  the  Popular  Self  Defense  Forces  in  the  various  villages. 

(o)  Condolence  payments!  Ten  solatium  payments,  totaling  20,800$ 

VH  were  made  as  condolence  to  persons  injured  or  sufferiryg  loos  due  to 
aooidents  involving  the  3&  Brigade,  82d  Airborne  Division. 
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SUBJECT!  Operational  He  port  of  3d  Brigade,  82d  Airborne  Division  for  period 
1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969* 

g.  (c)  Civil  Operations  and  Revolut ionary  Development  Support#'  During 
this  reporting  period  civil  operations  were  conducted  in  three  districts 
of  Cia  Dinh  Province  surrounding  the  metropolitan  Saigon  areai  Hoc  lion, 

Tan  Binh,  and  a  portion  of  Co  Vap. 

(1)  Hoc  Mon  District  hae  a  population  of  approximately  134*160,  not  in¬ 
cluding  approximately  10,000  soldiers  and  their  dependents  from  Quang  Trung 
Training  Center#  This  district  is  primarily  an  agriculture!  area#  Tho 

land  is  well  suited  to  a  whole  spectrum  of  produce*  Hoc  Hon  is  loc  .ted  close 
enough  to  Saigon  for  the  city  to  provide  a  ready  market  for  excess  produce# 
Therefore,  civil  operations  in  this  district  continue  to  place  emphasis  on 
aiding  the  rural  economy  and  repairing  important  market  roads  and  market  places. 
Also,  assistance  to,  and  joint  projects  with,  Quang  Trung  Training  Center  have 
helped  relations  between  ARV1T  and  US  Forces# 

(2)  Tan  Binh  District  oonsists  of  seven  villages  with  a  population 

of  345*542#  Most  of  the  inhabitants  are  located  in  populous  villages  and  ore 
engaged  in  trade,  handicrafts,  or  industry#  The  remainder  are  fanners  who 
live  in  two  villages,  Vinh.  Loo  and  Binh  Hung  Hba#  The  village  of  Vinh  Loo 
has  remained  a  primary  target  far  pacification  in  the  Bistrict  due  to  the 
VC  activities  in  the  area#  Although  this  period  saw  a  definite  decrease 
in  VC  taxation  in  the  area,  attacks  were  launched  against  three  newly 
completed  sohools  and  against  one  hamlet,  demonstrating  that  the  local  VC 
forces  have  nbt  given  up  on  this  area#  Through  a  speoial  attempt  to  involve 
district  village,  and  hamlet  offioial,  the  CVN  image  has  definitely  been 
enhanoed  and  these  officials  have  demonstrated  an  increasing  interest  in 
their  duties#  Speoial  efforts  are  being  undertaken  to  assist  in  the  training 
of  the  local  Popular  Self  Defense  Forces  and  to  boost  the  dsfenses  of  the 
Vinh  Loo  hamlets  in  the  event  of  further  VC  attaoks# 

(3)  Go  Vap  District,  with  a  population  of  approximately  364*000 

has  beoome  very  urbanized  due  to  its  proximity  to  Saigon  and  its  subsequent 
rapid  growth#  Agriculture  plays  a  minor  role  in  the  economy,  since  almost 
90%  of  the  population  is  aonneoted  with  industry  and  business.  Go  Vap 
was  the  scene  of  extensive  military  aotion  during  the  first  TET  offensive, 
and  as  a  result,  has  a  great  number  of  refugees  sod  people  whose  homes  and 
belongings  were  completely  destroyed.  Consequently,  in  the  northwest  portion 
of  this  distriot  contained  in  the  brigade's  AO,  oivil  affairs  has  been  primarily 
aimed  at  MED  CAPS  and  welfare  assistance  to  refugees  and  orphanages. 

(4)  The  following  oivil  aotion  projects  were  undertaken  in  these  areas 
during  the  reporting  period.' 

(a)  Plague  controls  Through  collaboration  among  this  unit,  Ton  Binh 
Bistrict  personnel,  and  the  national  Committee  for  Plague  Control,  a  total 
of  2,000  people  were  innoculated  against  the  plague  in  a  three  day  period 
at  population  control  points  in  Tan  Binh# 
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STBJXOIi  Operational  Report  of  3d  Brigade,  82d  Airborne  Division  for  period 
1  Ibbruary  1969  to  30  April  1969*' 

(b)  The  brigade  engineer  company  completed  repair  of  the  road  net  in  the 
Vinh  Loo  Ooaplez  and  prominent  market  roads  in  Boo  Mon  Diet*  Approximately 
25  kilooetere  of  roads  vara  repaired.  In  addition,  the  engineers  ooapleted 
a  ground  leveling  project,  returning  some  40  hectares  of  land  to  productivity, 
after  it  had  been  damaged  by  track  vehicles  from  the  25th  Ihfentiy  Division. 

The  engineers  also  completed  defensive  berms  around  the  hamlets  in  Vinh  Loo 
ae  well  as  hauling  sand,  fill,  and  telephone  poles  to  Tinh  Loo  for  other 
projsots.  A  training  program  was  also  began  to  teaoh  the  company’s  two 
Kit  Carson  Seouts  the  fundamentals  of  construction,  carpentry,  and  allied 
Skills  for  the  time  when  peace  returns  to  the  country. 

(s)  During  the  reporting  period  the  56th  Signal  Company  and  the  Brigade 
Signal  offioe  ooapleted  a  oomnonioation  net  in  the  Tinh  Loo  complex,  connecting 
hamlets  and  defense  forces  in  the  village.  A  telephone  line  was  also  established 
between  Cmq>  Bed  Ball  and  the  hamlet  headquarters  of  the  ad J &oant  hamlet  for 
seourity  purposes.'  Communication  nets  suoh  as  in  Tinh  Loo  oaa  be  used  for  other 
than  defensive  purposes.  They  can  be  used  to  relay  market  prices,  accessibility 
of  market  roads*  and  other  factors  of  everyday  village  life. 

(d)  Troop  B,  I-17  Cavalry  continued  to  support  an  orphanage  and  ashool 
near  ths  feang  Trung  Training  Center.'  Tisite  are  made  weakly  by  aosribers  of 
the  troop  to  reassess  the  needs  and  assist  the  staff.  Organic  aedies  from 
the  troop  have  held  a  total  of  6  MEDCAPS  and  treated  In  excess  of  200  people. 

(e)  Probably  one  of  the  most  important  projects  accomplished  by  the 
battalion/brigade  3-5  v&s  to  assist  the  hamlet  elders  in  the  construction  of 
a  town  meeting  house  (”Dinh"  )•'  This  pro jeot  is  very  sensitive  and  must  be 
approached  at  the  pace  of  the  local  people.  So  far,  one  "Ddmh"  has  been 
oompleted  and  two  others  substantially  repaired.' 

(f)  Materials  have  been  provided  to  repair  damages  from  oedbat  actions, 
fires  and  to  repair  hamlet  offioea  in  order  to  enhanoe  the  G7I  Image.  During 
the  reposting  pearled  eight  (8)  dwellings,  two  (2)  market  places,  tom  (lO) 
schools,  eight  (8)  hamlet  officea,  one  (1)  bridge,  and  one  (1}  dispensary 
vers  repaired.1 

(g)  Seventy-eight  planned  MEDCAPS  were  held  in  the  10,  including  AO 
extensions,  treating  13,412  petpls.  2h  oonjunotion  with  these  MEDCAPS, 

e  total  of  thirty  DEBT  CAPS  were  held,  treating  1,656  people.  Thr#>>  DENT  CAPS 
were  held  by  either  the  US  Air  Force  Dental  Team  from  Tan  Son  Bhit  APB  or 
the  36th  Medical  Detachment.  NIGHT  CAPS  (MEDCAPS  held  after  da-.*)  were 
eontinued  in  an  attempt  to  reaoh  people  who  work  in  the  fields  during  the 
day. 


(h)  In  coordination  with  these  civio  action  projeote,  the  following 
materials  and  foodstuffs  verm  distributed! 

35,230  lbs  oement  nC 

201  sheets  tin 
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29  gals  paint 
2(100  roofing  tiles 
7f920  bricks 
235  cubic  Deters  sand 

4(698  kits  (including  health,  ochool,  sewing,  refugees,  eta) 

7j136  lbs  foodstuffs 
527  lbs  clothing 

865  lbs  health  items  (soap,  toothpaste,  eto) 
h.  Communications 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period  I  February  1969  -  30  April  1969,  the 

58th  Signal  Company  continued  its  assigned  mission  to  install,  operate,  main¬ 
tain,  and  improve  the  brigade  communications  system.  Significant  improve¬ 
ments  were  realized  in  all  communications  means r  in  operator  training,  -nd 
maintenance  support;  and  a  MARS  station  was  established,  during  the  reporting 
period. 

(2)  During  previous  reporting  periods,  four-channel  YHF  radio  relay 

systems  had  b^on  established  betvMtt  the  Brigade  Main  Command  Post  at  Camp 
Red  Ball  and  all  subordinate  combat  battalions.  On  8  Februaxy  1969,  the  53th 
Signal  rerouted  the  system  directly  between  Camp  Red  Ball  and  the  l-508th 
Infantry,  which  had  previously  been  relayed  through  brigade  trains.  An 
additional  system  was  then  installed  between  Camp  Red  Ball  and  the  Brigade 
Trains  area  to  provide  telephone  trunking  service  to  each  of  the  three 
Infantry  Battalion  rear  switchboards.  On  8  March  1969 (  an  additional 
trunk  was  established  to  the  82nd  Support  Battalion  Forward  Support  Element. 

(3)  To  alleviate  the  pthblfma  canaod  by  the  lhssperla&oe  of 

communications  personnel  newly  assigned  to  the  brigade,  by  direction  of  the 
brigade  signal  officer,  the  58th  Signal  established  a  proficiency  school  in 
February,  providing  the  personnel  with  three  days  of  instruction  and  on-the- 
job  training  before  reporting  to  their  units. 

(4)  Durlng  Fabruary  and  March,  aa  equipment  beoama  available?  Ill  radio 

service  to  the  brigade  was  improved  by  remoting  all  brigade  and  CMAC  radios 
from  the  radio  shelter  to  the  TOC  duty  officer  positions  at  Camp  Red  Ball.  Also, 
an  antenna  frame  was  constructed  for  improved  separation  of  the  antennas. 

(5)  Frogrea*  oontlanafl  on  Improving  the  .brigade  apaure  AH/SSB  ^edio 

teletype  net.  Through  coordination  between  the  Brigade  Signal  Officer  and 
U3ARV  C-E,  an  Electronics  Command  technical  representative  was  made  avail¬ 
able  to  successfully  repair  the  modems,  MD-522,  which  were  deadlining 
several  Air/VSC-2  radio-teletypewriter  sets  in  late  February.  By  direction 
of  the  Brigade  Signal  Officer,  all  battalions  stations  entered  the  Brigade 
RATT  net  from  0900-1100  hours  dally,  regardless  of  traffic,  with  the  Brigade 
Main  and  Rear  stations  provided  by  the  58th  Signal  continuing  their  24  hour 
operation. 
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(6)  In  early  March,  50th  Signal  personnel  at  Fhu  Loi  relooated  the  Brigade 
Rear  Communications  Center  to  a  building  shared  by  the  AG  message  cantor  near  the 
Brigade  Headquarters  building.  The  move  resalted  in  expanded  space,  speedier 
delivery  time,  and  increased  efficiency. 

(7)  Command  readiness  inspections  of  Headquarters  Compary,  3d  Brigade, 
conducted  in  March  revealed  the  unit's  serious  look  of  maintenance  capability. 

To  resolve  the  problem,  on  1  April  19 69  the  58th  Signal  Company  assumed  the 
organizational  maintenance  responsibility  (including  repair,  PLL,  maintenance 
management,  and  scheduled  services)  for  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company 
radio  sets.  Later  in  April,  the  50th  Signal  assumed  the  same  responsibility 
for  the  510th  MI  Detachment  •' 

(6)  Also  effective  1  April  1 969*  the  58th  Signal  Company  established  the 
Brigade  MARS  station  at  Camp  Red  Ball,  primarily  to  enable  combat  soldiers  to 
plaoe  telephone  calls  home.  During  its  first  month  of  operation,  the  MAR3 
station  has  already  patched  404  completed  oalls  for  troops  of  the  3d  Brigade 
and  10  Amerloan  Red  Cross  emergency  oalls.  An  additional  179  oalls  wore  not 
complete  because  of  wrong  numbers  or  no  answer  at  home.  Vork  is  still  in 
progress  to  construct  a  mobile  MARS  station  as  veil,  which  will  rotate  between 
the  battalion  fire  support  bases,  the  service  even  more  available  to 

the  troops  in  the  field. 

i. 1  information,  (u)  During  the  reporting  period  the  Public  Information 
Offices  accomplished  the  following  activities* 

(1)  Hometown  news  releases*  667 

(2)  Photographs  with  caption  released*  32 

(3)  Features/news  stories  t  29 

(4)  Radio  Broadcasts*  3 6 

(5)  Number  of  Rational  news  media  representatives  escorted*  7 

j.  (C)  Inspector  General.  Prom  1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969,  there 
were  ten  (lO)  pre-AGI  inspeotions  given  which  completed  the  brigade's  pre-AGI 
prior  to  the  U3AH7-1G  inspection  which  took  plaoe  from  21  April  to  26  April 
1969.  There  ware  nine  requests  far  assistance  processed,  three  justified 
complaints,  and  five  unjustified  complaints  investigated.  A  trend  report  of 
shortcomings  was  sent  to  the  Commanding  General.  Coordination  with  the  SJA, 

AG,  and  Finanoe  Sections  was  made  to  ascertain  if  the  units  were  receiving 
and  giving  support  within  their  areas  of  interest.  USAH7  conducted  its  anmiAi 
general  inspection  for  77  69  on  22  thru  25  April.  Results  of  this  inspection 
have  not  been  published  as  of  this  date. 
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lc«  (c)  Staff  Judge  Advocate*'  During  the  reporting  period  the  following 
Staff  Judge  Airooate  activities  were  accomplished  i 

(1)  Total  persons  punished*  300 

(a)  or  belovt  263 

(b)  B-5  or  above*  27 

(o)  Commissioned*  0 

(2)  Personnel  who  were  offered  and  refused  to  accept  nonjudicial  punishment 
under  Art iol e  15  UCNJi  8 


(3)  Actions  favorable  to  persons, 

ie  suspension  of 

sentence:  9 

(4)  Actions  unfavorable  to  persons,  ie  vacation  of  suspension:  5 

(5)  Total  number  of  appeals*  6 

(6)  Summary  Courts*  5 

(7)  Special  Courts*  9 

(8)  Legal  Assistances  36 

TYPE  OF  ASSISTANCE 

INTERVIEW 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Adoption  and  change  of  name 

2 

0 

Citizenship,  Immigration,  and  Passports 

3 

0 

Domestic  relations  and  paternity 

22 

0 

Notarizations 

9 

2 

Personal  Finances,  Debts,  Insurance 

3 

0 

Villa  and  Real  Estate 

7 

15 

Miscellaneous 

J£_ 

■>  0  ; 

TOTALS 

63 

15 
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2.  (C)  Seotion  2,  Lessons  Learaedi  Conmanflsria  Observations.  Evaluations 
mi  Bsoomnsndationa. 

a.  Personnel.  lone 

b.  (C)  Operations. 

(1)  Firing  Positions 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  Firing  positions  onoapied  by  small  elements  of  this 
unit  here  been  improperly  selected  at  times  -with  respeot  to  observation,  fire 
proximity  of  enesiy,  direction  of  enemy  approach  and  terrain. 

(b)  EVALUATION .  Firing  positions  oooupied  by  individuals  or  groups  of 
soldiers  should  be  seleoted  so  that  the  enemy  may  be  observed  and  fired  upon 
before  he  osm  observe  or  engage  the  friendly  position.  On  one  occasion,  a 
two  man  team  oooupied  a  position  too  dose  to  an  e  art  hem  berm  near  a  hamlet. 
The  enemy  force  approached  the  bent  from  the  oppisite  side,  unobserved  by 

the  two  soldiers  engaged  them  with  sutomatio  weapons  and  grenades, 
killing  both  soldibxf  • 

(o)  HECOMIENDATION.  Troop  leaders  at  all  levels  will  consider  the 
factors  of  observation,  fire,  oover,  concealment,  proximity  of  enemy  foroe, 
and  direction  of  enemy  movement  when  analyzing  terrain  prior  to  selecting 
positions.  Positions  should  not  be  within  hand  grenade  range  of  any  terrain 
that  hinders  observation.  All  leaders  should  inspect  the  positions  that  are 
occupied  by  their  elements. 

(2)  Ambushes 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  Some  ambushes  oonduoted  by  this  unit  have  not 
inflioted  maximum  destruction  afi  the  enemy. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  Actual  body  and  weapon  oount  is  far  below  the  number 
of  eneny  sighted.  1M  21-73  states  that  a  destruction  ambumlv  should  assault 
the  enemy.  Such  an  aggressive  assault  would  hinder  enemy  esoape  from  the 
killing  zone  end  reduce  the  number  of  wounded,  dead,  weapons,  and  equipment 
carried  -anrey  by  the  enemy. 

(o)  RECOMMENDATION.  When  feasible  the  ambush  force  should  assault  the 
enemy  in  the  killing  zone  onoe  fire  superiority  has  been  achieved. 

(3)  Use  of  airmobile  checkpoints . 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  During  this  period,  airmobile  assets  were  used  to 
conduct  airmobile  checkpoints  using  one  platoon  of  US  personnel  and  National 
Police  teams  which  were  sent  to  likely  areas  of  enemy  activity  or  to  lboate 
caches  pointed  out  by  Vietnamese  Nationals* 
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(b)  EVALUATION*  This  method  has  been  used  suooessfully  in  that  it  is  a 
fast  md  reliable  meuna  of  oheoking  personnel  and  likely  areas  of  enemy  activity* 

(o)  RECOMMENDATION.  That  airmobile  checkpoints  be  used  extensively  when 
aircraft  are  available* 

(4)  Roving  Ambush  patrols 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  Roving  an  bush  patrols  are  used  to  cover  large  areas  at 
night. 

(b)  EVALUATION*  The  use  of  roving  ambush  patrols  enables  a  unit  to  cover 
larger  areas  during  the  night  and  does  not  restrict  any  one  ambush  to  an  immedi¬ 
ate  area.  Coordination  between  units  is  maintained  prior  to  departing  from  the 
starting  point*  Terrain  features  are  used  to  coordinate  unit  boundaries. 

'  (o)  HECCWODATION.  By  the  use  of  roving  anbush  patrols,  the  enemy  is 

denied  freedom  of  movement  and  cannot  scope  out  friendly  positions* 

(3)  Joint  US-ARVN  cordon  and  search  operations* 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  There  is  a  tendency  for  ARVN  units  to  select  too  large 
an  area  to  be  adequately  searched  by  the  number  of  troops  employed* 

(b)  EVALUATION.  The  size  of  the  area  to  be  searched  mat  be  carefully 
considered.^  It  is  better  to  cordon  and  have  excess  search  troops  than  not  to 
have  enough^ 

(o)  EE C CMMBNDAT ICR.  Extensive  planning  must  be  accomplished  prior  to  a 
joint  US-ARVN  cordon  and  sear  oh  operation.  In  many  instances  the  cordon  area 
will  have  to  be  reduced  to  permit  a  successful  operation. 

(6)  Movement  on  mined  roads. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  While  on  a  direot  support  mission  to  a  task  foroe,  one 
of  the  batteries  in  the  artillery  battalion  was  foroed  to  work  in  an  area  where 
road  mining  was  a  major  threat* 

(b)  EVALUATION*  Approximately  one  hour  after  a  wheeled  convoy  entered 
the  fire  base,  on  outgoing  wheeled  convoy  departed*  The  lead  vehicle,  a  £  ton 
truck,  hit  a  mine  a  few  hundred  meters  outside  the  gate.  The  result  was  one 
KIA  and  the  total  destruction  of  the  £  ton  vehicle,  £  ton  trailer,  and  radio. 

(o)  nCOiSlENDATION.  When  operating  in  an  area  where  ene^y  road  mining 
is  prevalent,  vehicular  activity  must  be  stopped  until  the  roads  can  be  both 
cleared  and  secured.  This  would  preclude  mines  being  emplaced  after  the  road 
had  been  cleared.  In  addition,  -vehicles  must  be  sandbagged  for  additional  pro¬ 
tection. 
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(7)  Body,  amor,  fragmentation,  proteotive. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  Operating  in  areas  of  ivutrvy  concentration  of  booby  traps 
and  daylight  enemy  activity,  this  unit  discovered  that  some  sort  of  extra  pro¬ 
tection  was  needed  for  point  end  flank  men.  The  flak  jacket  proved  to  be 
excellent  at  fulfilling  this  need. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  The  point  end  flank  men,  by  the  nature  of  their  jobs, 
travel  lighter  than  the  average  rifleman  and,  consequently,  are  not  over  burdened 
by  the  added  weight  of  flak  jacket.  It  was  found  that  point  and  flank  Jean  wear¬ 
ing  flak  jaokete  felt  more  secure  aid  therefore  oould  perform  better  in  their 
very  essential  jobs.  On  numerous  occasions  wearing  of  the  flak  jacket  has  pre¬ 
vented  serious  injury  from  mines,  booby  traps  or  enemy  initiated  actions. 

(o)  RECOMMENDATION.  That  all  units  be  urged  to  outfit  their  point  end 
flank  men  with  proteotive  flak  jackets  in  an  effort  to  out  down  on  casualties 
and  bolster  effioieney. 

(8)  Mines  and  booby  traps. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  This  unit  has  recently  been  operating  in  an  area  with 

a  heavy  oonoentration  of  mines  and  booby  traps.  Roads  and  trails  which  did  not 
show  signs  o£  recent  activity  were  usually  mined  and  booby  trapped  while  roads 
and  trails  with  indications  of  heavy  recent  activity  were  relatively  clear  of 
mines,  with  trip  wire  type  booby  traps  set  up  two  or  three  meters  from  the  trail 
running  parallel  to  it.  In  marshy  areas  with  high  grass,  booby  traps  were  of 
the  trip  wire  type  emplaced  an  a  stake  or  a  pole  approximately  three  feet  above 
land  surfaoe  to  keep  them  dry.  Mines  and  booby  traps  were  also  placed  at  the 
natural  opening  of  tree  squares.  Various  methods  were  used  to  detect  or  pre- 
detOnats  these  mines  and  booby  traps. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  Among  the  most  effective  mine  detectors,  responsible 
for  discovering  19-20  mines  and  booby  traps  per  day,  were  grappling  hooks, 
thrown  down  the  trail  and  then  dragged  in,  long  ropes  with  heavy  weights  (155 
shsll  noss  plugs),  and  the  pole  string  method.  Using  this  technique,  the  pole 
was  held  high  with  a  thick  white  string  attached  to  one  end  and  something  of 
light  weight,  such  as  Ml6  round,  tied  to  the  bottom  of  the  string  and  advanced 
down  the  trail  ahead  of  the  point  turn.  The  string  would  bend  noticeably  when 
it  hit  s  trip  wire  while  not  exerting  enough  pressure  to  aotivate  the  booby 
trap.  Many  casualties  were  svsided  by  the  use  of  one  or  more  of  these  methods. 

In  edition,  it  beoase  apparent  that  the  majority  of  the  unit's  booby  trap 
casualties  occurred  either  in  the  early  morning  or  late  afternoon  when  the  troops 
were  not  as  alert  as  they  should  have  been. 

(at)  RECOMMENDATION.  That  all  units  operating  in  suspected  booby  trap  areas 
be  enoouraged  to  utilize  all  available  means,  to  include  experimentation  with 
field  expedient  methods,  to  detect  booby  traps.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to 
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keep  troops  alert  to  dangers  of  mines  and  booby  traps  24  hours  a  day.  An  alert 
soldier  is  the  best  defense  against  booby  traps* 

(90  Bight  Defensive  Positions 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  VC/NVA  elements  contacted  by  this  unit  did  not  employ 
variable  time  fuses  oh  mortars*  Howevey,  they  would  attempt  to  get  an  effective 
airburst  by  firing  RPQ  zeekets  into  trees* 

(b)  EVALUATION.  When  setting  up  in  open  areas,  a  great  deal  of  overhead 
cover  was  not  needed.  When  establishing  HDP's  in  wooded  areas,  positions  with 
thick  overhead  cover  should  be  constructed.  When  a  night  defensive  position 

is  in  an  open  area,  it  should  be  at  least  500  meters  from  the  nearest  treeline. 
This  forces  the  enemy  to  expose  himself  in  order  to  place  effective  small  arms 
fire  on  the  perimeter* 

(o)  HECCHENDATION,  That  all  units  utilize  field  fortifications  to  their 
best  advantage,  keeping  especially  alert  to  the  applicability  of  overhead  cover* 

(10)  Grenade,  hand,  fragmentation. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  The  majority  of  enemy  contact  made  by  this  upit  has  been 
made  at  close  range*  It  has  been  discovered  that  troops  were  sometimes  reluctant 
to  fully  utilize  the  fragmentation  grenade# 

(b)  EVALUATION.  The  fragmentation  grenade  has  proven  to  be  an  excellent 
weapon  for  close  fighting.  Hand  grenades  not  only  inflict  casualties  but  also 
produce  shock  and  confusion  among  enemy  troops* 

(o)  RECOMMENDATION.  That  all  personnel  be  thoroughly  informed  as  to  the 
use  of  the  fragmentation  grenades  and  urged  to  use  them  in  close  combat. 

(11)  Fighting  in  Tree -Squares* 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  The  area  west  of  the  Vam  Co  Dong  River  between  the  Angel 's 
Wing  and  the  Parrot's  Beak  is  an  extremely  flat  open  area  with  tree-squares 
scattered  throughout.  These  tree-squares  are  in  single  rows  formed  into  squares 
or  rectangles*  The  side  of  a  tree-square  may  vary  from  100-200  meters#  The 
enemy  will  set  up  in  the  comer  of  the  square  and  wait  until  someone  moves 
through  the  tree  line  into  the  square's  middle*  He  will  wound  the  first  two 

or  three  men  and  then  escape  in  the  confusion* 

(b)  RECOMMENDATION,  In  order  to  prevent  unnecessary  casualties,  tree- 
squares  must  be  approached  at  a  comer  and  then  worked  down  each  side  until 
they  are  completely  neutralized  before  anyone  is  allowed  to  move  into  the  center. 
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o.  Tuning:.  lone 

d.  (C)  Intelligence 

(1)  Intelligence  positions  within  Infantry  Battalions* 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  The  oment  TCE  of  a  battalion  S2  seotion  is  not  adequate 
to  accomplish  the  intelligenoe  mission  in  stability  operations* 

00  ITAL CATION.  The  approved  TCE  for  a  battalion  S2  seotion  ie  composed 
of  one  (1)  offioer,  one  (1)  intelligent  sergeant  and  one  (l)  driver/olerk* 

This  seotion  most  accomplish  snob  tasks  as  daily  liaison  with  looal  agencies, 
plotting  of  order  of  battle  maps,  recruitment  of  low  level  informats,  monitor¬ 
ing  of  sensors,  and  exploitation  of  ralliors  and  prisoners  to  name  only  a  few* 

If  it  Sore  not  for  a  very  overs trengthod  HID  at  Brigade  level  and  the  fact  the 
Brigade  osn  send  IPV,  OB  and  Cl  support  down  to  Battalions  on  a  permanent  basis, 
the  units  could  not  aooomplish  their  intelligence  mission* 

(o)  HRCOMCRDATION.  That  battalion  S2  seotion  TUB'S  be  modified  to  reflect 
one  (1)  offioer  00  S2,  one  (1)  officer  02  Asst  S2,  one  (1)  intelligence  sergeant, 
one  (1)  Order  of  Battle  Specialist  and  one  (l)  driver/olerk* 

(fc)  Personnel  Deteotor  used  in  conjunction  with  lights* 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  The  airborne  personnel  deteotor  (Sniffer)  and  ligit 
ships  with  armed  helicopters  (Firefly)  are  best  utilised  in  a  dual  function* 

(b)  EVALUATION.  The  best  time  for  flying  sniffer  or  firefly  missions 
is,  tef  course,  during  the  hours  of  darkness.  When  the  firefly  is  flown  alone 
with  the  tight  continuously  on,  the  enemy  has  adequate  warning  tins  to  hide. 

When  the  sniffer  is  flown  alone  it  may  deteot  the  enemy  but  there  is  no  light 
capability  to  Illuminate  the  battlefield. 

(o)  HECOMMEtDATION.  That  a  given  number  of  helioopters  be  equipped  with 
built-in  light  and  personnel  deteotor  capabilities.  That  the  oonoept  of  employ¬ 
ment  be  for  the  armed  helioopters  to  esoort  the  aircraft  Into  Abe  operational 
area  with  all  lights  off  but  with  the  personnel  deteotor  operating*  When 
aotivitatlons  are  received  by  the  sniffer  machine,  lights  would  be  turned  cm 
and  the  target  would  be  taken  under  fire  by  the  armed  helioopters* 

(3)  Surveillance  Task  Foroe* 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  On  the  battle  field  of  today,  combat  units  of  Brigade 
else  and  higher  must  have  a  centralised  organization  to  control  and  monitor 
all  of  the  various  surveillanos  dsvioss  available* 
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(b)  EVALUATION*  It  is  imperative  that  the  Coman.de re  of  today  maintain 
a  24  hoar  a  day  n watch"  over  the  battlefield*  They  do  this  with  a  myriad  of 
devioes  to  include  ground  surveillance  radar,  seismar  intrusion  devices,  infra¬ 
red  intrusions  devioes  and  night  observation  scopes*  The  commander  must  have 
a  system  of  centralized  control  of  all  of  these  devices  so  enemy  movements  can 
be  aoted  upon  quickly*  Artillery  fires  must  be  closely  coordinated  00  cornnm- 
ications  to  all  radars  and  sensor  fields  must  be  tied  in*  This  problem  has 
been  solved  in  this  unit  by  developing  a  "Surveillance  Task  Force".  All  organic 
radar  teams  have  been  attached  to  the  Task  Force  as  veil  as  all  trained  personnel 

arriving  in  the  unit*  Tha  Task  Force  is  under  the  control  of  the  Brigade  S2. 

' 

(o)  HE  COMMENDATION.  That  studies  be  conducted  Army  vide  to  determine 

the  feasabillty  of  organizing  TOE  positions  for  surveillance  personnel  in 
Brigade  and  larger  size  units.  These  personnel  could  then  form  the  nucleus  of 
centralized  surveillance  task  forces.  Due  to  the  constant  changing  of  battalion 
areas  of  operation,  it  is  felt  that  much  more  continuity  can  be  gained  at 
Brigade  level* 

e.  Logistics 

*  t 

(l)  Storage  and  protection  of  supplies  in  base  areas. 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  The  only  atqrage  area  for  Class  II,  IV  and  VII  supplies 
at  the  brigade  base  camp  was  open  storage *' 

(b)  EVALUATION.  There  was  no  onwartfrf  available  for  protection  of  supplies 
onoe  the  level  A  package  was  opened  for  partial  issues*  During  the  first  10 
months  of  existence  of  the  Brigade  Supply  Office,  the  only  covered  storage  was 
provided  by  30  cannex  containers*  Though  the  containers . offered  protection 
from  the  weather,  the  major  disadvantages  of  marginal  storage  and  difficulty 

of  identification  of  supplies  added  substantially  to  the  workload  of  tho  Supply 
Platoon* 

(o)  RECOMMENDATION.  The  supply  platoon  requisitioned  and  received  a  48* 
by  100*  varehouae  building  with  16*  interior  height.  Through  self-help  construc¬ 
tion  the  building  has  been  erected  and  all  supplies  stored  in  oonnexes  have  been 
relocated  in  the  warehouse.  This  has  permitted  increased  accuracy  in  storage 
locations  and  recording  of  inventories*  The  addition  of  the  warehouse  to  the 
storage  yard  will  permit  more  effective  support  to  the  brigade* 

f,  Organization*  None 

g*  Other. 

(l)  (C)  Tactical  Communications  CP 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  During  fast  moving  operations,  or  upon  the  deployment 
of  a  task  foroe,  no  existing  single  communications  configuration  i3  adequate 

3* 
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to  provide  all  communications  required  to  oontrol  combat  ope  rati  one* 

(b)  EVALUATION.  A  number  of  separate  vehicles  mounting  ooranunloations 
equipment  must  be  deployed  to  support  TOC  operations*  A  Brigade  mobile  TOC 
has  been  developed  consisting  of  a  3/4  ton  prime  mover  carrying  personnel  and 
tentage  and  with  an  AN/73C-2  (mounted  on  a  J  ton)  which  provides  full  TOC  cap¬ 
abilities  consisting  of  the  followings 

1  Six  (6)  PH  nets  of  vhioh  3  ars  secure 

?  One  AH  SSB  Command 

2J  29  line  switchboard 

£  Ten  miles  WD-1 

jj  Power  (AC  and  DC) 

Approximately  two  hours  la  required  to  package  equipment,  gather  operating 
personnel,  and  be  ready  for  deployment. 

(2)  (C)  Signal  Civil  Action  Team  (SCAT) 

(a)  QBSEH7ATI0N  •  TOE  signal  units,  working  In  conjunction  with  USAHV 
si^ial  alementa  sad  BP,  PP,  and  Vietnamese  civilian  personnel  have  established 
a  limited  communications  system  within  the  six  hamlets  of  Tinh  Loo  village* 

This  communications  system  ties  eaoh  hamlet  chief  with  hie  PP  and  BP  defense 
unit  end  connects  the  hamlets  together  by  radio  and  oable*  This  system  has 
considerably  Increased  tbs  security  of  Vinh  Loo* 

(b)  EVALUATION.  The  "self -help"  principle  was  pursued  in  the  conduct  of 
this  pxojeot*  This  undoubtly  produced  a  strong  feeling  of  identification  within 
the  Vietnamese  community  vhioh  has  resulted  so  far  In  no  disturbances  of  the 
Installation* 

(3)  (0)  MEDCAP3. 

(a)  QBSEHVATION.  While  MBDCAP3  provide  immediate  medioal  assistanoe  to 
the  Vietnamese,  they  have  not  substantially  Improved  the  general  health  end 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  people, 

(b)  EVALUATICH,  An  extensive  program  stressing  sanitation  and  the  means 
of  preventing  disease  is  needed* 

(a)  HECOMMEHDAIIDN.  Units  should  make  an  effort  to  enoourage  and  assist 
ths  Vietnamese  in  organising  a  health  training  progrm  in  the  sohools*  This 
type  of  program  would  provide  great  long  range  benefits  for  tbs  peole* 
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(4)  (C)  Miae  detectors* 

(a)  0B3KH7ATI0R.  Nine  deteotore  are  being  used  to  searoh  fer  booby  traps* 

(b)  K7AUBAX3DV*  The  nine  detector  has  eztreaely  limited  use  in  locating 
trip  wired  BBT's*  Trip  vires  are  often  non-net  all  io  and  veil  oonoealed  in  grass 
or  other  vegetation*  Even  metallic  trip  vires  are  difficult  to  detect,  and  the 
insensitivity  of  the  detector  head  and  handle  to  the  "feel"  of  the  trip  wire  is 
likely  to  result  in  tripping  the  BBT  with  the  deteqtor  head* 

(o)  BECCMMEHDATIQN.  Location  of  trip  vires  is  best  done  by  slov;  careful, 
hands  and  knees  searoh*'  Once  the  trip  wire  has  been  looated  by  this  or  other 
means,  the  mine  detector  may  be  used  to  locate  the  explosive  device. 
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SUBJECT!  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Brigade,  62d  Airborne 
Division  for  period  1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969* 

DA,  HQ  II  FFORCEV,  APO  San  Franoieoo  96266  14  JUN 1969 

THRU  1  Commanding  General,  US  Amy  Vietnam,  ATTNi  AVHGC(DST) ,  AFC  96373 

Commander-In-Chief,  US  Arny  Pacific,  ATTNi  GPOP-DI ,  APO  96338 

TO  1  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Any,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  reviewed  and  conours  with  the  Operational  Report- 
Leaeons  Learned  of  the  3d  Brigade,  82d  Airborne  Division  for  the  period 
ending  30  April  1969. 

FOR  THE  COMMUtDERi 


1LT,  AGC 
Asst  AG 
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AVHGC-DST  (15  Hay  69)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  of  3d  Brigade,  82d  Airborne 
Division  for  period  1  February  1969  to  30  April  1969.  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  3 -ML  i9C9 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  1969  from  Headquarters,  3d  Brigade, 
82d  Airborne  Division. 

2.  (C)  Comments  follow: 

a.  (U)  Reference  itw  concerning  "Intelligence  positions  within  Infan¬ 
try  Battalions",  section  II,  page  34,  paragraph  d(l);  nonconcur.  The  organ¬ 
izational  structure  of  the  battalion  32  section  is  not  designed  to  provide 
sufficient  personnel  for  all  the  intelligence  functions  within  the  battalion. 
IFrf,  OB  and  Cl  support  is  available,  as  needed,  from  the  Military  Intelli¬ 
gence  Detachment.  The  referenced  item  indicates  that  this  support  is  avail¬ 
able  and  is  being  furnished.  All  infantry  battalions  currently  are  organized 
under  one  standard  MTOE.  Any  change  to  one  unit  must  be  applicable  to  all. 

In  view  of  thia  and  the  fact  that  the  support  is  available  from  the  Military 
Intelligence  Detachment,  MTOE  action  is  not  deemed  appropriate.  No  further 
action  is  required. 

b.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "Personnel  Detector  used  in  conjunction 
with  lights",  section  II,  page  34*  paragraph  d(2).  Nonconcur  that  a  given 
number  of  helicopters  be  equipped  with  built-in  light  and  personnel  detector 
capabilities,  since  dedicated  aircraft  would  be  required.  The  Airborne  Per¬ 
sonnel  Detector  (XM  3),  now  being  distributed  in  operational  quantities, 

and  the  Airborne  Searchlight  (ENSURE  260),  currently  being  evaluated  in  RVN, 
are  designed  to  be  installed  or  removed  quickly  from  production  aircraft 
without  modification  to  the  aircraft.  Concur  in  the  concept  of  using  the 
Airborne  Personnel  Detector  and  light  ships  in  a  dual  function.  Unit  will 
be  advised  of  above  comment. 

c.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "Surveillance  Task  Force",  section 
II,  page  34,  paragraph  d(3).  Concur  with  recommendation  that  studies  be 
conducted  Army  wide  to  determine  the  feasibility  of  organising  TOE  staff 
positions  for  surveillance  personnel  in  brigade  and  larger  size  units . 

With  the  great  number  and  variety  of  sensor  devices  currently  being  em¬ 
ployed,  it  is  considered  that  commanders  do  not  now  have  the  nesessary 
capability  to  provide  adequate  centralized  management  and  control  over 
these  devices.  This  is  particularly  true  when  one  considers  the  numerous 
unmanned  sensors  being  utilized.  It  is  believed  that  the  addition  of  staff 
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SUBJECT i  Oporatioaal  Raport-Laaaoaa  Loamod  of  3d  Brlgado,  flSd  Airboraa 
Diriaiow  for  porlod  1  Fobnury  1969  to  30  April  1969*  (U) 

ourvolllaaoo  pooitiOM  to  brigado  tad  hlghor  loval  uait  TQEo  to  prorLdo 
this  aapability  would  allorlato  this  probloa.  Raocmaad  that  USARPAC 
tad  DA  otudjr  tho  rooanoadatioa  of  ootabliohiag  TOE  otaff  poaltloaa  for 
•mrvolllaaoo  parooaaal  at  brlgado  tad  highor  lorol  uaita. 


C.8UL 

C  0.  WISON 
1LT,  ACC 

A*btant  Adjutant  CarwraJ 

Cy  Aim: 

3d  Bdo,  fid  Aba  DIt 

II  m 
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GPOP-DT  (17  May  69)  34  Ind  (C) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  3d  Bdo,  82d  Abn  Dlv  for  Period  Ending 
30  April  1969,  ICS  CSFOI-65  (II)  (U) 

HQ,  US  Ar ay.  Pacific,  APO  San  Franclaco  96558  j|  AUG  6. 

TO:  Aaalatent  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Waahlngton,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  (U)  This  headquartera  haa  evaluated  eubject  report  and  forwarding 
Indoraementa  and  concura  in  the  report  aa  lndoraed. 

2.  (C)  Reference  paragraph  2c,  2d  Indoraement.  Recommend  that  DA 
conduct  a  atudy  for  purpoae  of  determining  advleablllty  of  eetabllehlng 
TOE  ataff  poaltlona  for  eurvelllance  peraonnel  at  brigade  and  higher 
level  unite. 

FOR  THE  CORIANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


Cy  furn: 
CG  USARV 


CPT,  AGC 
Asst  AG 
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